
hand puppets for 0-2 years
The hand puppets chosen for this age group are intended to
introduce early concepts such as primary colours, attachment
and environmental awareness. 

Most children of this age are familiar with
household pets such as a cat and dog. These
puppets have been chosen to extend the interest of
seeing these animals on the way to nursery or at
grandparents houses. By providing this friendly
activity, it could help overcome fears of seeing
these animals 

Animals

colours

Books

As an introduction to colours, the hand puppets
selected are in primary colours, red, blue and
yellow. These fun characters are displayed with a
babys first colour book to start a love of learning
with this new concept of categorising objects by
characteristic. 

Guess How Much I Love You

This story highlights a wonderful attachment
between the mum and her baby hare, which will
reflect on the child's relationship with their
parents and professional love of their key person. 
It is a lovely introduction to emotions and feeling
safe. 
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To further the childrens new interest in colours,
orange, green and purple have been introduced to
progress from primary to secondary. This could be  
complimented with recipe cards for mixing
colours or paint as a separate activity. 
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hand puppets for 2-3 years
Children of this age are developing their interests and become
curious about everything. They also need time with their key
person to build a relationship and so adapting the activity
alongside these puppets is essential

Children at this age are likely to have experienced
going to a farm park to see the animals. These
puppets will further that interest and encourage
discussion of own experiences. This could initiate
conversations around their environment, what
they eat and the noises they make to
communicate. 
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Books Dear Zoo

This story introduces the concept of size and
weight alongside initiating discussion of feelings
and emotion. There are zoo animals in this pack
which children may not be familiar with at this
age, but they are selected to establish an interest
which will progress to preschool. 

Owl Babies

A gentle tale of three baby owls reassures young
children that Mummy will always come home.
This could be easily reflected to children
struggling with separation from parents at drop
off as well as key person leaving the room at
various times of the day. 



To progress from secondary colours, these puppets
are designed to introduce concepts of light and
dark as well as learning the names of shades of
colours. 
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hand puppets for 3-5 years
This age group have the capacity to learn in depth whatever interests
them. They are ready to be taught more than the bare minimum and
thirsty for knowledge. These puppets encourage that interest by
introducing new vocabulary and concepts including thinking of things
that are not readily accesable. 

A progression from going to the farm may involve
access to the zoo with parents as children become
more interested in animals around the world and
their habitats. These animals are larger in size,
involve various environments which encourage
discussions about the weather such as hot, cold,
wet and dry. 
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Books Handa's Surprise

This culturally diverse book introduces fruits that
may not be common to children as well as wild
animals that may not be at the zoo. It explores
number and subtraction as the cheeky animals
take fruit from Handa. The children will be excited
to continue this story with the puppets in a
pantomine style

The Three Little Pigs

Alongside the obvious skill of counting, this story
offers an opportunity to discuss behaviour,
determination and hard work. It also introduces
early phonics with repeating H-u-ff, as well as
exploring prepositions and materials. 




