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Information continues to be updated and added to the VLE under 
Early Years Providers > 00. COVID-19 Latest News 

 
 
 

Welcome to the start of a new academic year 
The last couple of years have had lots of challenges and difficulties.  Hopefully the coming year will see less 
disruptions.  
We thank you all for the way you have dealt with issues thrown at you and for the support you have given 
your families. 
 

 
 

The Early Year’s Team said a fond farewell to Jayne Evans and Chris Spittle who both retired at the end of 
August.  The team managed to have a socially distance gathering to reminisce and celebrate all the good work 
they have done over many years.  They will be missed but we wish them luck and good health as they start a 
new chapter in their lives.    
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Understanding the World 
 

                    
 
 
What a great way to start to teach children about the world around them.  There is a lot of information in the 
media about climate change and how to combat it.  By making children aware will help them to grow up being 
more responsible for disposal or reusing of items and give them greater understanding of the world around 
them and the damage that can be caused.   
 
You will probably already be recycling in your setting.  Why not take some of the children out during the 
recycling collection day so they can see how these important people are sorting on the lorry.   Lots of children 
will have visited the beach over the summer so why not discuss the dangers of rubbish to the sea life if it is 
just dumped and not recycled.  
 
You can provoke children’s curiosity through displays photographs, discussions, stories, and real items that 
have meaning.   
 
Look out for more information on the VLE coming soon… 
 
Peppa Pig Story - Recycling Fun - YouTube 
Read Aloud Books: Why Should I Recycle? - YouTube 
 

                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EYFS 2021: 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make 
sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency 
and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world around them 
……………………………….. 

Seeing the world is a prerequisite to understanding one’s place in it 

Josh Gates 

20th – 26th September 2021 17th – 26th September 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAKMptxWlWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPrSja2FMBI


 

 

 
 

     
 
 

 
 

“Will Ofsted want to see as much paperwork as possible?” 
 
This is one of the questions answered by Ofsted in their FAQ’s section on a 
new resource page. This is to help all registered early years providers and 
schools with what they need to know now for the start of the revised EYFS 
framework on 1st  September 2021.  
 Registered early years providers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 
A webinar specifically aimed at childminders is available to listen too here 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OIo8jXucIv4&feature=youtu.be 
 

The following guidance has been updated to reflect how Ofsted prioritise EY settings for inspection: 
 
Ofsted EIF inspections and the EYFS - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Having FUN!   End of term was a FUN inset training day for the 

staff at Hanham Toddlers Pre-school.  The all-day session was 

titled ‘PLAY AND FUN’.  Staff enjoyed a mixture of fun ‘open 

ended’ activities alongside the theory of Why? Play is important 

to young children’s development, learning and wellbeing.  The 

session ended with a ‘Who done it?’. Interested check out the 

VLE-Learning Spaces-Welcome to Summer 

Hanham Toddlers Pre-school practitioners Maxine Skuse and Jayne 

Fisher were presented with a small gift for their 25 years’ service to the 

pre-school.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-eif-inspections-and-the-eyfs/registered-early-years-providers
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OIo8jXucIv4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-eif-inspections-and-the-eyfs#history


 

 
 

Safeguarding - Learning & Development Opportunities *BRAND NEW BITESIZE WORKSHOPS* Not everyone 

is familiar with the Threshold document in South Gloucestershire. The document is called The Right Help in 
the Right Way at the Right Time and is vital for all practitioners across the partnership.  
 
Join a free 45-minute briefing session to find out more, there are lots of dates and spaces available. Book a 
place here Search for Learning and Development Services and Pathways | South Gloucestershire CPD Online 
(southglos.gov.uk) 
 

 
 

The NEW EYFS 2021 is now live 
If you require support with embedding changes to practice, please discuss 
with your Setting Support Officer who will be happy to discuss your settings 
needs. 

 
Information is available at https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/  
    VLE > Early Years Providers > 20. EYFS reforms (page 2)  
 

 
 
 
Contingency framework has been updated ahead of the autumn term, in 
line with wider government guidelines.  The updated framework includes 
the new thresholds at which settings might consider seeking public 
health advice and taking further action to reinforce measures already in 
place, updates to the circumstances in which local health protection 
teams or directors of public health might recommend you introduce 

some additional measures, and annexed guidance for managing cases in settings from 23rd August. 
 
Managing coronavirus (COVID-19) in education and childcare settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Please contact us by email ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk only when there have been: 

• Over 5 positive cases in the last 14 days. 

• More than 10% (approximately) of a class/setting been confirmed as positive for COVID in the 
previous 14 days (early years and primary only) 

• More than 5 confirmed cases in a single year group in the previous 14 days (secondary only) 

• More than 10% (approximately) of all staff been confirmed as positive for COVID in the previous 14 
days 

• Positive COVID cases been reported from three or more different classes in the previous 14 days 

• There has been an admission to hospital of a positive COVID case in the previous 14 days 
 
We recommend that you update your risk assessments in line with these changes and keep the spreadsheet 
which was emailed to you alongside further information on the step 4 changes. 
 
If you have not received this email, please contact your Setting Support Officer. 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=threshold
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=threshold
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f75efe81-efb1-40ab-bae6-f57a074b6f05&utm_content=daily#history
mailto:ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk


 

In addition to the last set of FAQs released on 16 July, the Department for Education (DfE) have developed a 

new FAQs document to answer any outstanding questions from the early years sector following the move to 

Step 4. This covers: 

• Outbreak management 
• Information for childminders 
• Soft furnishings 
• + more 

Early-Years-Additional-QA-August-2021.pdf (foundationyears.org.uk) 
 
The following guidance has been updated in line with the step 4 changes: 

 
 
 
Actions for early years and childcare providers during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
 
 

 
What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, 
schools and colleges during COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
The following links may also be useful to share with parents/carers 
 
Download the HANDi app | NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire CCG (bnssgccg.nhs.uk) 
 
COVID-19 - Healthier Together (bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk) 
 
COVID-19 vaccine concerns - Healthier Together (bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk) 
 

 
 

Changes to the Inclusion Fund paperwork 
Updated Inclusion Fund paperwork is live on the VLE, ready for the first Panel this month.  The changes have 
been made to reflect the new EYFS. You will be pleased to know we have tried not to make too many changes 
to the application forms.  
 

 
 

The Ofsted Inspecting Safeguarding in Early Years has been updated on 24 August 2021 
Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
24 August 2021 – updated information  

A new section has been added to the policy about Ofsted’s review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges and 
there are further references throughout the guidance outlining expectations of providers. Updates 
throughout to align with the Department of Education's updated guidance ‘Keeping children safe in 
education’. 
 

 

https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=7b95f40be0&e=f44726f401
https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early-Years-Additional-QA-August-2021.pdf?utm_source=Foundation+Years&utm_campaign=d6ef31c8d0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_21_05_01_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8f9a6de061-d6ef31c8d0-321607817&mc_cid=d6ef31c8d0&mc_eid=f44726f401
https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/covid-19/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/covid-19/vaccine-concerns/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills


 

 

  
 

 
 

Research – New Area on the VLE 
Action research is a process in which participants examine their own 
educational practice systematically and carefully, using the techniques 
of research.  It is based on the following assumptions: 

• Practitioners work best on problems they have identified 
themselves. 

• Practitioners become more effective when encouraged to 
examine and assess their own work and then consider ways of 
working differently. 

• Practitioners help each other by working collaboratively. 

• Working with colleagues helps practitioners in their professional development. 
(Watts, 1985, p. 118) 

 
If you are interested in undertaking action research and want to find out more about the ‘what’, the ‘why’ 
and all the tools you need to start your research, check out this new area on the VLE under Early Years 
Providers > 22. Research. 
 

 
 

The Compass Team (Early Help Support) 
Compass - the ‘engine room’ of ‘early help’ – we navigate families to the right help, in the right way, at the 
right time. This is to enable families to achieve meaningful and positive outcomes and to prevent statutory 
intervention. 
 
Core role - direct support for families, early years settings, schools and partner agencies (case discussions, 
Early Help Assessment and Plan (EHAP) and Team Around Family (TAF) support. 
 
Remember – a Request for Help Form (ART referral) is different to an Early Help Assessment and Plan (EHAP) 
Form (it’s easy to get these forms mixed up). If in doubt, ask Compass ☺. 
 
‘Top Tips’ Guide – a useful document to use in the first instance. 
 
How to contact us 

• Professionals – email compass@southglos.gov.uk (each pre-school/nursery has a Compass Link Worker 
(link on VLE). 

• Families - call the Access and Response Team (ART) on 01454 866000. 
 

All Network meetings will continue to be virtual for the coming term.   

All dates for the year are now available to book through 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk  

mailto:Compass@southglos.gov.uk
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/


 

 

Would you like to be a part of the next Childminding SEND Group?  
We are looking for 30 Childminders who wish to improve their knowledge of SEND 
and the Code of Practice to commit to attending 7 Training Sessions. On completion, 
childminders will receive a set of resources to support & develop their learning and 
practice. 
 
Sessions will include: 

• Session 1 – Introduction to being a SENDco – 6/10/21 Virtual 

• Session 2 – The Graduated Response – 3/11/21 Virtual 

• Session 3 – Best Fit judgements – 30/11/21 Virtual 

• Session 4 – Parents and other Professionals – 12/1/22 Virtual 

• Session 5 – Autism Training – 26/1/22 Virtual  

• Sessions 6 & 7 – Practical Strategies – 16/2/22 & 16/3/22 (TBC) Face to Face in training room  
 
The package we are offering to you includes: 

• Early Years Team support 

• 7 training sessions to support your continuous professional development (CPD) 

• SEND resources to support the development of knowledge and understanding of the Code of Practice 
and working with children who have SEND 
 

Please note that there are expectations for you to take part and be in receipt of funded resources, these are: 
• The criteria for you to apply is that you are an Ofsted registered childminder who is currently claiming 

Nursery Education Funding for children aged 3-4 years in your care. 
• To attend all 7 sessions (these will be virtually or face to face from 7pm – 9pm) 
• To actively participate in the training and support offered and to seek to fully develop the role of the 

SENCO within my setting 
• To complete gap tasks in between the sessions, this may be reading or trying new ideas in practice 
• To complete evaluations on how well the sessions have met your needs & developed your 

understanding of what is needed in practice  
 
From these opportunities you will be able to: 

• Develop your knowledge and understanding of inclusion as a SENCo 
• Gain further knowledge and skills in SEND  
• Follow the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 
• Make early identification of children with needs through the implementation of appropriate processes 

and procedures 
• Receive resources to support the development of your knowledge and understanding of the Code of 

Practice and working with children who have SEND 
 
Feedback from the last group of childminders to undertake this training included: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be part of this opportunity, please email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk with your name 
and details about if you are claiming Nursery Education Funding for children aged 3-4 years in your care. 
 

I am definitely feeling 

more confident and 

informed 

Now I know more I can 
start to reflect on my 

practice, resources and 
children’s needs! 

I’m buzzing with ideas! 

I have more confidence in 

how to talk to parents 

about their children’s 

needs 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk


 

 

Are you interested in being a language champion for your setting? 
Would you like to improve children’s language outcomes?  
 
Would you like to learn more about supporting individual children’s speech and 
language including those who are bi-lingual, multi-lingual or are learning English as an 
additional language?  
 
Are you interested in learning more about how you can make your setting a language rich environment for 
all children?  
 
Would you like to know more about language assessment and interventions and explore their effectiveness?  
 
Join us for an information briefing to find out more on 

• Monday 8th November 2021 4.30-5.30pm  
 
Spaces can be reserved here: https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp  
 

 
 

Early Years Vacancy Bulletin 
Please find below a link to the latest Early Years and Childcare Vacancy Bulletin.  Please direct any queries to 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk.  
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-providers/early-
years-vacancy-bulletin/  
 

 
 

You can access the VLE here.       

 
 

You may choose to unsubscribe to this service at any time by emailing our Data Protection Officer via DPO@southglos.gov.uk 
stating your wish to no longer be contacted and please include the service that your request relates to. 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-providers/early-years-vacancy-bulletin/
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-providers/early-years-vacancy-bulletin/
http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/login/index.php?mob=
mailto:DPO@southglos.gov.uk

