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Child Protection Inter-Agency Training 

“Understanding Child Protection” 

Target Group / Level 3 

 
“Everyone who works with children has a 

responsibility for keeping them safe…. if children and 

families are to receive the right help at the right time, 

everyone who comes into contact with them has a 

role to play in identifying concerns, sharing 

information and taking prompt action” 
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 

 
This is a live document. Always check for the latest version in your MeLearning Account 

 

 
Version control - CPIA-UCP-v1 (April 2021) 
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Helping you support children during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

The NSPCC states “Safeguarding and child protection are as important 

now as they ever have been. But with many children spending less time 

in schools and social distancing measures in place across the UK, we all 

need to think about the way we keep children safe during the 

coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19). 

 
We’ve put together a list of services and resources to support your work 

with children, young people and their families during this challenging 

period. 

 
Things are changing rapidly at the moment so we will be updating and 

adding to this information regularly.” 

 
The link will give you access to up to date resources, services, advice 

and support: Click here 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/coronavirus
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Introduction: 

This document contains information that relates to the Level 3 Inter- 
Agency Child Protection Training “Understanding Child Protection”. 

 
This course is a blended learning course with the requirement to 
undertake pre-reading and to complete essential tasks prior to attending 

the tutor led virtual training session. We have incorporated hyperlinks to 

Government legislation & guidance, current research, GSCP policies, 

procedures and guidance documents and useful recorded webinars to 
help inform your practice and to support your knowledge and skills in 

working together to safeguard children. 

 
This booklet serves as both a source of information and as a useful 

reference document following the training. Its aim is to assist in the 

transfer of learning and continuous professional development into day to 

day practice when working with children and families in Gloucestershire. 
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Why am I doing this training? 

 

It is a mandatory requirement for everyone who works with children and their families 

- that is for example, teachers, GP’s, nurses, midwives, health visitors, early years 

professionals, youth workers, police, accident and emergency staff, paediatricians, 

housing, voluntary and community workers and social workers, who have a 

safeguarding responsibility for keeping them safe from harm. 

 
No single professional can have a full picture of a child’s life and home 

circumstances so it is important that multi-agency partners work together with 

children and their families to ensure needs are met at the earliest opportunity. 
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TASK 1: 
 

Learning Log 
 

Prior to starting the course, please write one thing you hope to have 

learnt by the end of the training: 

 
 
 
 

 
My key learning points during the session: 

 
 
 
 

 
My key action points are: 
(things I will try or do differently as a result of coming on the training - 
this can include further reading or concerns about a particular 

child/young person) 



Child Protection Inter- Agency Training Level 3 “Understanding Child Protection” 

6 

 

 

 
 

 

Key Definitions & Concepts 
 

A Child is anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday. The term children 

refers to both children and young people and includes unborn babies who come 

under child protection procedures and may require a pre-birth risk assessment. 

 
Safeguarding is defined as: 

- Protecting children from maltreatment 
- Preventing impairment of children’s health or development 

- Ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provisions 

of safe and effective care; and 
- acting to enable all children to have the best outcomes 

(Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018) 

 
This means that it applies to all the things we do to prevent harm from occurring to 

children, whether this is a practical measure such as ensuring a building is safe, to 

well-being lessons to help them develop resilience and good emotional health. 

 
Child Protection is defined as: 

The activity that is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are 

likely to suffer, significant harm. 

 
This means that we are often reacting to harm that may have already happened (or 

likely to happen) and we are taking actions to prevent the harm from happening or 

re-occurring. 

 
Working Together Effectively 

Our work with children and families in Gloucestershire will be based on the 

restorative practice principles of high expectations, high challenge and high support. 

To do this, we will: 

 
- Engage with families and work to their strengths 

- Focus  on  preventing  problems  and  building  the  resilience  of  parents, 
children, young people and communities to support each other 

- Be clear and consistent about the outcomes we expect 

- Be brave enough to stop things that aren’t working 

- Work together across the whole system, and do what needs to be done, 

when it needs to be done 
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A Child Centred Approach to Safeguarding 
 
 

 

A child centred approach is fundamental to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of every child. A child centred approach means keeping the child in focus when 

making decisions about their lives and working in partnership with them and their 

families. 

 
All practitioners should follow the principles of the Children Acts 1989 and 2004 - that 

state that the welfare of children is paramount and that they are best looked after 

within their families, with their parents playing a full part in their lives, unless 

compulsory intervention in family life is necessary. 

 
Children may be vulnerable to neglect and abuse or exploitation from within their 

family and from individuals they come across in their day-to-day lives. These threats 

can take a variety of different forms, including: sexual, physical and emotional abuse; 

neglect; exploitation by criminal gangs and organised crime groups;  trafficking; 

online abuse; sexual exploitation and the influences of extremism leading to 

radicalisation. Whatever the form of abuse or neglect, practitioners should put the 

needs of children first when determining what action to take. 

(WT2018 p8) 

 
Types of abuse. 

 

This link will take you to the NSPCC site where you will find useful information on the 

different types of abuse including potential indicators. Click here 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/
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“If you're worried about a child, it can be hard to know what to do. We've got 

information and advice on different types of child abuse, how to spot the signs and 

what you can do to help keep children safe.” (NSPCC) 

 
Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child 

by inflicting harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a 

family or in an institutional or community setting by those known to them or, more 

rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to 

facilitate offline abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults or by another 

child or children. 

 
Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, 

poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical 

harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates 

the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. 

 
Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause 

severe and adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve 

conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only 

insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child 

opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of 

what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally 

inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include 

interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capability as well as 

overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning or preventing the child from 

participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill- 

treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), 

causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or 

corruption of children. 

 
Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a 

child, although it may occur alone. 

 
Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in 

sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the 

child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, 

including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative 

acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of clothing.  They 

may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in 

the production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to 

behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse. 

Sexual abuse can take place online, and technology can be used to facilitate offline 

abuse. Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also 

commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children. 
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Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological 

needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. 

Neglect may occur during pregnancy, for example, as a result of maternal substance 

abuse. 

 
Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide 

adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or 

abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure 

adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure 

access to appropriate medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or 

unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs. 

 

Assessment of Need and Early Help 
 

“There is an increased recognition of the importance of Early Help when working with 

children and young people, to reduce the incidences of abuse and neglect and to 

enable every child to thrive and meet their full potential. 

 
Academic research is consistent in underlining the damage to children from delayed 

intervention and emphasising that professional action to meet the needs of these 

children as early as possible can be critical to their future. By working together, we 

are able to develop flexible support services that are responsive to children and 

families’ needs and provide the right level of intervention at the right time. This 

approach is reliant on local agencies working in partnership to: 

 
 Identify children and families who would benefit from Early Help 

 Undertake an assessment of the need for Early Help; and 

 provide targeted Early Help interventions based on the assessed needs of a 

child and their family in order to significantly improve outcomes for the child. 

 
There are several factors that are essential to being able to deliver effective early 

support and intervention to children and families.” 

 
Gloucestershire’s Levels of Intervention Guidance 2020 (LOI) 

 
Children and families may have different levels of need at different periods of their 

lives across a range of issues. Having a graduated approach ensures that support 

will be appropriate, proportionate and at the lowest level of intervention. In the 

GSCP LOI Guidance we have identified four levels of need, Universal, Additional, 

Intensive and Specialist. 
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The model below is used to illustrate the continuum of need for children and young 

people. 

 

 

 
Effective assessment of Early Help. 

 

Children and families may need support from a wide range of local organisations and 

agencies. Where a child and family would benefit from co-ordinated support from 

more than one organisation or agency (e.g. education, health, housing, police) there 

should be an inter-agency assessment. These Early Help assessments should be 

evidence-based, be clear about the action to be taken and services to be provided 

and promote the physical, mental health and emotional wellbeing of children and 

young people with special educational needs or disabilities. (WT 2018 p12) 

 
Assessing need and providing Early Help 

 

Providing Early Help is more effective in promoting the welfare of children than 

reacting later. Early Help means providing support as soon as a problem emerges, at 

any point in a child’s life, from the foundation years through to the teenage years. 

 
Early help can also prevent further problems arising; for example, if it is provided as 

part of a support plan where a child has returned home to their family from care, or in 

families where there are emerging parental mental health issues or drug and alcohol 

misuse. 
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Effective Early Help relies upon local organisations and agencies working together 

to: 

 identify children and families who would benefit from Early Help 

 undertake an assessment of the need for Early Help 

 provide targeted Early Help services to address the assessed needs of a child 

and their family which focuses on activity to improve the outcomes for the 

child. 

 
Local authorities, under section 10 of the Children Act 2004, have a responsibility to 

promote inter-agency co-operation to improve the welfare of all children. (WT 2018 

p12) 

 
The documents listed below have been designed to provide guidance and support to 

any practitioner working with and supporting vulnerable children and in need of Early 

Help or a statutory intervention. 

 

 
It is recommended that the documents are used alongside each other to 

enable you to make effective decisions about the level of need of the child and 

deliver appropriate interventions – please familiarise yourselves. 
 

 

1. Levels of Intervention Document. (LOI) 

Pay particular attention to the windscreen on P4 and the Early Help pathway and 

indicators from Page 10 onwards. Click here 
 

2. GSCP Early Help Practice Guidance Updated March 2020 

The updated document provides clear guidance on Early Help and the Early Help 

Graduated Pathway. Click here 

 

 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2100844/gloucestershire-revised-loi-guidance-v6-feb-2020.pdf
https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2097331/gcc_2387-early-help-practice-guide_digital_dev6-v2-070420.pdf
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3. Gloucestershire Guidance Booklet for Practitioners Working with 

Children and Young People (0 – 25 yrs) with Additional Needs including 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

You will find a number of scenarios from P84 onwards that demonstrate the Early 

Help pathway and provide useful support to practitioners demonstrating the wide 

range of potential support available. Click here 

 

https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gloucestershire_guidance_for_practitioners_working_with_children_and_young_people_2nd_ed.pdf
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TASK 2: 
 

Please look at the two scenarios below and using the windscreen and the 

indicators decide which level of need is the most appropriate. 

 
Jade 5yrs and Justin 2yrs live with their mum. School are concerned that Jade is not 

getting the help that she needs with her schoolwork. She is also late for school most 

mornings and sometimes does not arrive. Quite often she is missing on a Friday. 

School have tried to discuss the situation with Mum and have asked her to come into 

the school on several occasions, but she hasn’t turned up. Jade says her mummy is 

not well and sometimes she has to help her and her brother which is why she is late 

for school. Jade doesn’t really know what is wrong with her mummy. Jade sees her 

Dad at the weekends. He doesn’t live with them. Justin does not attend any pre- 

school activities or nursery. 

 
Chloe is 8yrs old and has been diagnosed with Facial Cerebral Palsy and mild 

learning difficulties. Chloe says she gets bored at home during the holidays and has 

few friends to socialise with in her community. Chloe has a wide range of interests, 

arts and crafts, swimming, dance, making music and animals, but has low self- 

confidence and finds it hard meeting new people. Parents say they find the holidays 

and weekends difficult because Chloe’s needs and demands make it hard for them 

to spend quality time with her two older siblings who are aged 10 and 11. 

 
Purpose of assessments 

Whatever legislation the child is assessed under, the purpose of the assessment is 

always: 

 to gather important information about a child and family 

 to analyse their needs and/or the nature and level of any risk and harm 

being suffered by the child 

 to decide whether the child is a child in need (section 17) or is suffering or 

likely to suffer significant harm (section 47) 

 to provide support to address those needs to improve the child’s outcomes 

and welfare and, where necessary, to make them safe (WT2018 p23) 

 
The Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families 

(DOH 2000); is the model used to assess the needs of children and young people 

within three distinct domains: child development, parenting capacity and family, and 

environmental factors; it enables practitioners to form a clear assessment of the 

child’s needs and their lived experiences. 
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High quality assessments: 

 

• are child-centred. Where there is a conflict of interest, decisions should be 

made in the child’s best interests: be rooted in child development: be age- 

appropriate; and be informed by evidence 

• are focused on action and outcomes for children 

• are holistic in approach, addressing the child’s needs within their family 

and any risks the child faces from within the wider community 

• ensure equality of opportunity 

• involve children, ensuring that their voice is heard and provide appropriate 

support to enable this where the child has specific communication needs 

• involve families 

• identify risks to the safety and welfare of children 

• build on strengths as well as identifying difficulties 

• are integrated in approach 

• are multi-agency and multi-disciplinary 

• are a continuing process, not an event 

• lead to action, including the provision of services 

• review services provided on an ongoing basis 

• are transparent and open to challenge (WT 2018 p25) 
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Other helpful tools include Research in Practice Anchor Principles for assessment. 
Click here for the document. 

 

 

Identifying Children and Families Who Would Benefit From Early Help. 
 

Local organisations and agencies should have in place effective ways to identify 

emerging problems and potential unmet needs of individual children and families. 

Local authorities should work with organisations and agencies to develop joined-up 

Early Help services based on a clear understanding of local needs. This requires all 

practitioners, including those in universal services and those providing services to 

adults with children, to understand their role in identifying emerging problems and to 

share information with other practitioners to support early identification and 

assessment. 

 
Practitioners should, in particular, be alert to the potential need for early help for a 

child who: 

 is disabled and has specific additional needs 

 has  special  educational  needs  (whether  or  not  they  have  a  statutory 

Education, Health and Care Plan) 

 is a young carer 

 is  showing  signs  of  being  drawn  into  anti-social  or  criminal  behaviour, 

including gang involvement and association with organised crime groups 

 is frequently missing or goes missing from care or from home 

 is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking or exploitation 

 is at risk of being radicalised or exploited 

 is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug 

and alcohol misuse, adult mental health issues and domestic abuse 

 is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves 

 has returned home to their family from care 

 is a privately fostered child 

 
What is a chronology? 

 

Agencies must keep up to date records of significant events as a chronology 
 
A chronology is a tool that practitioners from a range of disciplines can use to help 

them understand what is happening in the life of a child, adult or family. Simplistically 
it is a list, in date order of all the major changes and significant events in a child’s, 
adult’s or family’s life. It provides a brief and summarised account of events, action 
taken and outcome to give an immediate overview. 

 
A chronology should be started when an agency becomes involved with a child and it 
is then updated and maintained on an ongoing basis. It is important to remember 

https://coppguidance.rip.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/What-makes-a-good-assessment_5_anchor_principles_040714.pdf
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that a single agency chronology does not provide a complete picture of the family’s 
life and circumstances, only a multi-agency chronology can do this. 

 
Purpose of Chronologies: 

 To gain an overview of events and changes in a child’s, young person’s or 

adult’s life. 

 To help practitioners understand the impact, immediate and cumulative, of 

events and changes on the child’s or adult’s progress. 

 To provide accumulative evidence of emerging needs and risks and flag when 

a multi-agency response may be required 

 To support the early identification of patterns and issues. This can support, 

and is part of, assessing and managing risk and is particularly useful in cases 

where there may be no single incident i.e. in neglect. 

 To support assessments in considering past events and their relevance to the 

child’s, adult’s or family’s current situation. 

 To assist in the process of assessment, analysis, planning and review when 

working with a child, young person and family 

 To strengthen working with children and their families and can help a child 

and family make sense of their life. 

 
Understanding Child Neglect 

 

Child neglect remains the most common of the different forms 

of child abuse. It can be complex, long lasting and have severe 
adverse consequences on a child’s health and wellbeing. 
Neglect is characterised by the absence of a relationship of 
care between the parent/carer and the child; and the failure of 

the parent/carer to prioritise the needs of their child. It can 
occur at any stage of childhood, including the teenage years. It 
frequently poses a challenge for professionals because it requires looking at what 
‘has not been done’. 

 

Child neglect is a prominent feature in many of our local reviews and in national 
serious case reviews which highlight the ‘hidden nature of neglect’. Research has 
also shown how neglect may often be viewed subjectively; with professionals 

varying in their views of what is ‘good enough’. 
 
In Gloucestershire we have highlighted the importance of a structured judgement 
approach to the identification and understanding of child neglect and promote the 

use of the Gloucestershire Child Neglect Toolkit. 

 
Gloucesters hire ’s Chil d Neglec t Toolk it  

 

The Child Neglect Toolkit is a multi-agency tool to be used by all practitioners in 

Gloucestershire to assist with the early identification of children and young people at 
risk of neglect. 
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Using this toolkit will help practitioners reflect on the child or young person’s 
circumstances; identifying strengths and resources to support families, whilst also 

evidencing the practitioner’s concerns. The toolkit is designed to be used within a 
multi-agency context therefore it is important that practitioners involve all the 
agencies who are working with the family in the completion of the toolkit recording 
form and the ‘Checklist’ 

 
The toolkit offers indicators of harm and impact on the child with four specific ratings 

1 – 4, where 1 indicates child focused care giving and 4 indicates a child’s needs are 

not being considered. 

 
When practitioners in the community first become concerned about the risk of 
neglect, they should complete the Child Neglect Toolkit and submit it through a 

secure route (e.g. Egress) to the Early Help Inbox for additional support and 
guidance. (email: neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk) 

 

This should be done with the consent form signed by parents/carers. 

 
Once the toolkit has been received a Community Social Worker will contact the 
practitioner to offer support with regards to the next steps. 

 
If a checklist indicates scores of 4 the practitioner should contact the 
Community Social Worker as soon as possible to discuss, as a MARF may be 
required. 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/15291/gloucestershire-child-neglect-toolkit-270417-final-vs.pdf
mailto:neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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TASK 3: 
 

Please read the toolkit, familiarise yourself with its contents, noting the different 

types of neglect (Back page) and be aware of the following guidance: 

 

 This toolkit is designed to help practitioners make a judgement of the 

parent/carers care giving and the impact of that care or its absence on the 

child. Practitioners may only be able to complete certain sections of the toolkit 

but wherever possible it should be completed with other professionals to give 

a multi-agency perspective. 

 We have included a neglect toolkit ‘recording sheet’ at the end of this manual 

to help in your analysis, to organise your thinking and clearly record your 

areas of concern. 

 When practitioners are satisfied with their judgement and wherever possible 

the views and judgements of other professionals involved with the family; 

practitioners are asked to complete the neglect toolkit ‘checklist’ rating their 

level of concern and giving supporting evidence. 

 Once the parents/carers have given signed consent it can be sent to the Early  

Help Inbox for an Early Help response and support. 
 

Please note; when submitting a Multi Agency Referral Form (MARF) 

where the primary concern is neglect you will be required to submit the 

completed neglect toolkit checklist as well. 

 
If a practitioner has an urgent safeguarding concern, contact should be made 

with the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) immediately on 01452 
426565 and select option 3. 

 

 

mailto:neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:neglecttoolkit@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Contextual Safeguarding 
 

As well as threats to the welfare of children from within their families, children may 

be vulnerable to abuse or exploitation from outside their families. These extra-familial 

threats might arise at school and other educational establishments, from within peer 

groups, or more widely from within the wider community and/or online. These threats 

can take a variety of different forms and children can be vulnerable to multiple 

threats, including: exploitation by criminal gangs and organised crime groups such 

as county lines; trafficking, online abuse; sexual exploitation and the influences of 

extremism leading to radicalisation. Extremist groups make use of the internet to 

radicalise and recruit and to promote extremist materials. Any potential harmful 

effects to individuals identified as vulnerable to extremist ideologies or being drawn 

into terrorism should also be considered (WT2018 p22) 
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TASK 4: 
 

 

Please view the webinar on contextual safeguarding – Click here 
(https://w ww.youtube.com/w atch?v=bCFZQcaIgDM) 

 

Rewriting the rules of child protection. It provides a useful insight into the scale of 

“harmful sexual behaviour” ranging from criminal exploitation, gangs, peer 

relationships and questions the current child protection process that has traditionally 

focused on abuse within the family context. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCFZQcaIgDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCFZQcaIgDM
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Criminal Exploitation 
 

“Our children face a number of challenges to their safety and wellbeing today – none 

more complex and damaging than criminal exploitation. Being drawn into exploitative 

situations, where children can be both victims and perpetrators of serious harm can 

have severe consequences for them and for their families, friends and communities. 

 
The safeguarding system is facing organised criminal businesses that are skilled at 

identifying and entrapping children in their activities. Their business model depends 

on the exploitation of children, using coercion, control and manipulation to push them 

into criminal activity. Too many children are dying or suffering serious harm as a 

result of criminal exploitation and this is unacceptable. Investment in helping to 

protect this group is essential and urgent. Doing nothing is not an option (“It was 

hard to escape” P4). Click here 
 
 
 
 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/870035/Safeguarding_children_at_risk_from_criminal_exploitation_review.pdf
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Social Media and the Internet 

 

The NSPCC report “How safe are our children 2019” is an overview of data on child 

abuse on line. It contains excellent data that demonstrate the online risks to our 
children. Click here to view the report. 

 

 

Serious Case Reviews / Rapid Reviews 

(Strengthening our Practice and Learning Lessons) 

 
When a child dies, or is seriously harmed, it is important to review the practice of all 

agencies involved with the child and family to reflect on what that practice tells us 

about the protection and support offered. Critically, through systematic review, we 

can build a picture of child protection practice more generally, highlighting repeat 

practice themes and focus on what needs to change. 

 
The first annual report of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel covers 538 

rapid reviews received between July 2018 and the end of December 2019. Across 

the same time period, 126 Serious Case Reviews were completed and submitted to 
the panel. Click here to view the report. 

 

Gloucestershire’s Safeguarding Children Partnership (GSCP) also produce 

summaries of all local Serious Case Reviews/Safeguarding Practice Reviews 

(SCR/SPR) and it is vital that all individuals working with children are familiar with 
these to inform their future practice.  Click here to view published SCR reviews 

Click here to view published LCSPRs. 
 

Please note that under the recent Working Together 2018 arrangements SCR’s will 

no longer be referred to. Instead we would refer to a Local Child Safeguarding 

Practice Review. 

 
Please note some of the key finding and overarching themes identified in the reviews 

nationally and locally 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2018-to-2019
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/gloucestershire-statutory-reviews/serious-case-reviews/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/gloucestershire-statutory-reviews/rapid-reviews-and-local-child-safeguarding-practice-reviews/


Child Protection Inter- Agency Training Level 3 “Understanding Child Protection” 

23 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Child Protection Inter- Agency Training Level 3 “Understanding Child Protection” 

24 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Information Sharing and consent 
 

Information sharing is essential for effective safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children and young people. It is a key factor identified in many Serious Case 

Reviews (SCRs), where poor information sharing has resulted in missed 

opportunities to take action that keeps children and young people safe. 

 
Sharing information is an intrinsic part of any frontline practitioners’ job when working 

with children and young people. The decisions about how much information to share, 

with whom and when, can have a profound impact on individuals’ lives. Information 

sharing helps to ensure that an individual receives the right services at the right time 

and prevents a need from becoming more acute and difficult to meet. 

 
Poor or non-existent information sharing is a factor repeatedly identified as an issue 

in Serious Case Reviews (SCRs) carried out following the death of or serious injury 

to a child. In some situations, sharing information can be the difference between life 

and death. 

 
Fears about sharing information cannot be allowed to stand in the way of the need to 

safeguard and promote the welfare of children at risk of abuse or neglect. Every 

practitioner must take responsibility for sharing the information they hold and cannot 

assume that someone else will pass on information, which may be critical to keeping 

a child safe. 

 
Wherever possible, you should seek consent and be open and honest with the 

individual from the outset as to why, what, how and with whom, their information will 

be shared. You should seek consent where an individual may not expect their 

information to be passed on. When you gain consent to share information, it must be 

explicit, and freely given. There may be some circumstances where it is not 

appropriate to seek consent, either because the individual cannot give consent, it is 

not reasonable to obtain consent, or because to gain consent would put a child or 

young person’s safety or well-being at risk. Where a decision to share information 

without consent is made, a record of what has been shared should be kept. 
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TASK 5: 
 

Please read the guidance on Information Sharing Click here noting in particular 

golden rules and the significance of obtaining consent. 

 
The Seven Golden Rules to sharing information are found within the document. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Curiosity and Thinking the Unthinkable in Child Protection 

 

 

 
 

 
Encouraging differences of opinion, professional debate and challenge ensures 

professional curiosity and can prevent against untested assumptions and bias in our 

decision-making. 

 

 Effective working together depends upon open & honest relationships 

between practitioners & agencies 

 Where a difference of professional opinion is encouraged as part of 

organisational cultures of practice 

 It is vital that healthy challenge and debate is an integral part of our daily 

practice with each other in our agencies and between partner agencies 

 All those working with children need to speak up if a professional judgement 

or opinion about what is happening is not thought to be in the best interests of 

the child 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
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Gloucestershire’s Escalation Policy 
 

IMPORTANT: All staff working with children and young people need to be 

aware of this guidance and understand how to apply it in their own 

professional setting. 

 

Occasionally situations arise when workers within one agency feel that the actions, 

inaction or decisions of another agency do not adequately safeguard a child or 

young person. 

 

 Disagreement based on a passion to improve outcomes for children is healthy 

professional practice. Resolution of disagreement is an integral part of 

professional co-operation and joint working to safeguard children. 

 
Effective working together is dependent on an open and honest relationship between 

agencies and professionals. This is not a policy to complain about social care 

practice. We are encouraging Children Social Care to use it to challenge other 

agencies if they have concerns. It’s about the consistent application in the raising of 

concerns and healthy agency challenge to get the best outcome for children, a joint 

agency approach and threshold for managing interagency discussion. If we all speak 

the same language things won’t get lost in translation.  Click here for the Guidance. 
 

Word of warning 

Use of the escalation policy doesn’t mean you get what you want! 

 
What it should mean is that – 

 

 you get a professional response and rationale to consider 

 You have been heard, you have a voice in the safeguarding process, and this 

formalises that voice 

 You have a record of challenge and response 

 
When you escalate you MUST follow it through to the end, do not give up, do not 

assume someone else is taking your concern forward. This is a structure to help you 

take forward and conclude your concerns. 

 

 
Making a Referral – MASH 

 

Working Together 2018 (para 17) states “Anyone who has concerns about a child’s 

welfare should make a referral to local authority children’s social care and should do 

so immediately if there is a concern that the child is suffering significant harm or is 

likely to do so. Practitioners who make a referral should always follow up their 

concerns if they are not satisfied with the response.” 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095279/escalation-of-professional-concerns-guidance-february-2020-amended.pdf
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In Gloucestershire contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 01452 

426565 when you believe a child is, or is likely to, suffer significant harm. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Completing a MARF 

 

Reminders 
 

 Does the person with parental responsibility know about the referral? Have 
they consented? 

 Have I double checked all personal/factual information? 
 Have I given our agency view on what should happen? 
 Have I included multi-agency professional’s info and details? 
 Have I been specific – the SO WHAT factor? 
 Clear plain language/no jargon/no abbreviations?  Use LOI language 
 Start again syndrome – what has already been done? 
 Is it timely – no delay? 
 How can I be contacted? 
 Have I followed my organisation’s procedures? 
 Make it clear what is fact and what is professional opinion 

 Make it clear how you know something – did someone tell you or have you 
seen it? 

 How long have you had concerns and have they escalated? 
 Have they been any recent changes – new partners? 
 How have parents responded to you saying you will make a referral? 

 Social Worker will discuss what is written in the referral (unless extremely 
good reason why they would not) so make sure you have shared your 
concerns with the family first. 
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Seeking Professional Advice 
 

If you work with children and families and have safeguarding concerns which are not 

of an urgent nature and would like a conversation to consider threshold and 
planning, please contact the Community Social Work Team on 01452 426263. 

 
Contact details for your local Early Help and Targeted Support Service Team 

 
Cheltenham 01452328160 cheltenhamearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Cotswolds 01452328101 cotswoldsearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Forest of Dean 01452328048 forestofdeanearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Gloucester 01452328071 gloucesterearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Stroud 01452328130 gloucesterearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Tewkesbury 01452328250 tewkesburyearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 
 

Alternatively, if you ring 01452 426565 and select option 2 you will be transferred to 

the Early Help service for their response. However, where possible, please contact 
the Community Social Work Team in the first instance. 

 

If you are unable to get through to the Community Social Work Team straight away, 
please leave your name, contact details, and best time and date to call you back. 

 
It is good practice to inform parents of your concerns and what action you are taking, 

unless you feel it would place somebody at increased risk of harm to do so. 
 

If you are contacting the Community Social Work Team, they will support you to 
reflect on your worries, explore what needs to happen next, and complete a follow- 

up conversation with you at a later time and date to ensure that you feel confident in 
completing the agreed actions, as well as any support you may require around this. 

 
If you are looking for information on Gloucestershire’s Local Offer, information can 

be found by visiting our directory http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk 
 

Further information on the Early Help Graduated Pathway is also available in the 
directory. Information is also available by contacting the Family Information Service 

on 01452 427362 
 

The Child Protection Procedures for Gloucestershire can be found - Click here. 
. 

mailto:cheltenhamearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:cotswoldsearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:forestofdeanearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:gloucesterearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:gloucesterearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:tewkesburyearlyhelp@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDkuMjY3ODgzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmdsb3NmYW1pbGllc2RpcmVjdG9yeS5vcmcudWsvIn0.Ah6BVsQHXeyDWmHMV2ZBrG45J0plfwQRmZtTGWnOsOc/s/764700150/br/83370554817-l
https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095540/cp-flowchart-feb-2020.pdf
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The Law and Child Protection Procedures 
 

 
 

 

The Concept of Significant Harm From The Children Act 1989. 
 

1. Section 47 Child in need of protection. The local authority has the 
responsibility to provide services where there is actual or potential risk of 
significant harm. 

2. Section 17 Child in need. The local authority has the responsibility to 
provide services where the health and development of a child is being 
avoidably impaired. 
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Statutory Requirements for Children in Need 
 

(WT pg20) 

 
• under the Children Act 1989, local authorities are required to provide services for 

children in need for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting their welfare 

• local authorities undertake assessments of the needs of individual children and 

must give due regard to a child’s age and understanding when determining what, if 

any, services to provide. Every assessment must be informed by the views of the 

child as well as the family, and a child’s wishes and feelings must be sought 

regarding the provision of services to be delivered. Where possible, children should 

be seen alone 

• a child in need is defined under the Children Act 1989 as a child who is unlikely to 

achieve or maintain a reasonable level of health or development, or whose health 

and development is likely to be significantly or further impaired, without the provision 

of services; or a child who is disabled. Children in need may be assessed under 

section 17 of the Children Act 1989 by a social worker 

• some children in need may require accommodation because there is no one who 

has parental responsibility for them, because they are lost or abandoned, or because 

the person who has been caring for them is prevented from providing them with 

suitable accommodation or care. Under section 20 of the Children Act 1989, the local 

authority has a duty to accommodate such children in need in their area 

• when assessing children in need and providing services, specialist assessments 

may be required and, where possible, should be co-ordinated so that the child and 

family experience a coherent process and a single plan of action 

• under section 47 of the Children Act 1989, where a local authority has reasonable 

cause to suspect that a child (who lives or is found in their area) is suffering or is 

likely to suffer significant harm, it has a duty to make such enquiries as it considers 

necessary to decide whether to take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s 

welfare. Such enquiries, supported by other organisations and agencies, as 

appropriate, should be initiated where there are concerns about all forms of abuse, 

neglect. This includes female genital mutilation and other honour-based violence, 

and extra-familial threats including radicalisation and sexual or criminal exploitation 

• there may be a need for immediate protection whilst an assessment or enquiries 

are carried out 

 
S47 Joint Investigation Protocol 

 

In Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 it is a requirement that the Local 

Safeguarding Children Partnership have in place a protocol which provides a 

detailed framework for agencies to work together to safeguard children. There is 

an expectation that all agencies make best use of resources when undertaking 

Section 47 enquiries. 
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Police, Health and Social Workers bring different skills and experience to the 

investigative process, as well as potentially competing professional demands. 

 
Police Officers will be securing forensic evidence for a case which may be placed 

before a criminal court. 

 
Social workers and health workers will be assessing significant harm,  ensuring 

robust protection plans are in place for children which include ongoing support for 

the child, young person and their family. 

 
The protocol describes the joint working arrangements between Gloucestershire 

County Council Children’s Social Care, Gloucestershire Constabulary and 

Gloucestershire’s NHS Trusts in deciding how Section 47 enquiries should be 

conducted. Click here for the Protocol 
 

The protocol will: 

 
• Provide the background context. 

• Outline the principles of a child protection enquiry. 

• Establish a framework for working together. 

• Outline an information sharing protocol 

• Clarify decision making on the need and process for a medical assessment. 

• Outline an agreement for dispute resolutions. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/1519739/joint-s47-protocol-12-040518.pdf
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Strategy Discussions. 
 

Whenever there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering or is likely to 

suffer significant harm there should be a strategy discussion involving local authority 

Children’s Social Care (including the residential or fostering service, if the child is 

looked-after), the police, health and other bodies such as the referring agency. This 

might take the form of a multi-agency meeting or phone calls and more than one 

discussion may be necessary. A strategy discussion can take place following a 

referral or at any other time, including during the assessment process and when new 

information is received on an already open case. 

 
Purpose: 

 

Local Authority Children’s Social Care should convene a strategy discussion to 

determine the child’s welfare and plan rapid future action if there is reasonable cause 

to suspect the child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm. 

 
Strategy Discussion Attendees: 

 

A local authority social worker, health practitioners and a police representative 

should, as a minimum, be involved in the strategy discussion. Other relevant 

practitioners will depend on the nature of the individual case but may include: 

 
• the practitioner or agency which made the referral 

• the child’s school or nursery 

• any health or care services the child or family members are receiving 

 
All attendees should be sufficiently senior to make decisions on behalf  of their 

organisation and agencies. (WT2018 p38). 
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Initial Child Protection Conferences 
 

Following section 47 enquiries, an initial child protection conference brings together 

family members (and the child where appropriate), with the supporters, advocates 

and practitioners most involved with the child and family, to make decisions about 

the child’s future safety, health and development. If concerns relate to an unborn 

child, consideration should be given as to whether to hold a child protection 

conference prior to the child’s birth. 

 
Purpose: 

 

To bring together and analyse, in an inter-agency setting, all relevant information and 

plan how best to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child. It is the 

responsibility of the conference to make recommendations on how organisations and 

agencies work together to safeguard the child in future. 

 
Conference tasks include: 

 appointing a lead statutory body (either Local Authority Children’s Social Care 

or NSPCC) and a lead social worker, who should be a qualified, experienced 

social worker and an employee of the lead statutory body 

 identifying membership of the core group of practitioners and family members 

who will develop and implement the child protection plan 

 establishing timescales for meetings of the core group, production of a child 

protection plan and for child protection review meetings 

 agreeing an outline child protection plan, with clear actions and timescales, 

including a clear sense of how much improvement is needed, by when, so 

that success can be judged clearly (WT2018 p46.) 

 
People in positions of trust 

 

Organisations and agencies working with children and families should have clear 

policies for dealing with allegations against people who work with children. 

 
Such policies should make a clear distinction between an allegation, a concern about 

the quality of care or practice or a complaint. 

 
An allegation may relate to a person who works with children who has: 

 behaved in a way that has harmed a child, or may have harmed a child 

 possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a child 

 behaved towards a child or children in a way that indicates they may pose a 

risk of harm to children 

 
In such circumstances the local authority designated officer (LADO) must be notified. 
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Safeguarding in Education 
 

Schools and colleges and their staff are an important part of the wider safeguarding system for 

children. 

 
Keeping Children Safe in Education is statutory guidance that schools and colleges in England 

must have regard to when carrying out their duties to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children. Click here to access KCSIE P1 2020 
 

The Age of Consent for Sex 
 

The age of consent to any form of sexual activity is 16 for both men and women. The 

age of consent is the same regardless of the gender or sexual orientation of a 
person and whether the sexual activity is between people of the same or different 
gender. 

 

It is an offence for anyone to have any sexual activity with a person under the age of 
16. However, Home Office guidance is clear that there is no intention to prosecute 
teenagers under the age of 16 where both mutually agree and where they are of a 
similar age. 

 
Underage sexual activity should always be considered as a possible indicator of 
child sexual exploitation. 

 

The Sexual Offences Act 2003 provides specific legal protection for children aged 12 
and under who cannot legally give their consent to any form of sexual activity. There 
is a maximum sentence of life imprisonment for rape, assault by penetration, and 
causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity. 

 
This means that anyone who engages in any sexual activity with a child who is 12 or 
younger is breaking the law. Sexual activity with a child who is under 13 should 
always result in a child protection referral. 

 
The law gives extra protection to young people who are over the age of consent but 
under 18. It is illegal: 

 

 to take, show or distribute indecent photographs of a child (this is often called 
sexting) 

 to pay for or arrange sexual services of a child 
 for a person in a position of trust (for example teachers or care workers) to 

engage in sexual activity with anyone under the age of 18 who is in the care of 

their organisation 
 
The Sexual Offences Act 2003 applies in England and Wales, with some sections 

applying in Northern Ireland and Scotland. It gives more information about specific 

offences and the related penalties. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/contents
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Pre-Birth Policy and Practice 

 
Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership is determined to have high ambition for pre- 
birth work across the county. A revised Pre-Birth Protocol has been agreed and 

approved by the GSCP operational and Executive Board and therefore is now live 
and should be used by all partners engaged in safeguarding unborns. Click here to 

access the protocol. 
 

The revised Pre-Birth Protocol is the work of a group of professionals who have been 
meeting to discuss the areas of strength in Gloucestershire and areas that require 
improvement. They have spent time and energy to establish the principles and 
practice of good pre- birth work for the county. The document includes principles, 

policy and practice. 
 
There are 11 tools for implementation of the pre-birth protocol, 

 

 Pre-Birth assessment child & family assessment 
 Pre-Birth implementation group 

 Out of hours births 
 Pre-Birth hospital discharge plan 
 Discharge planning meeting agenda template 
 Discharge Planning for babies who have child in care status 
 Child Protection concerns actions for staff in hospitals 

 Unborn tracker for Social Workers/Team Managers 
 Child in Need and Child Protection route 
 Perinatal risk indicators for referral to mental health services 
 risk and vulnerability matrix for unborn babies of children in care or care 

leavers 
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 

 

The ACEs acronym is used to describe a broad range of adverse childhood 

experiences that can be stressful or traumatic events that children and young people 
can be exposed to. 

 

ACEs range from experiences that directly harm a child, such as physical, verbal or 
sexual abuse, and physical or emotional neglect, to those that affect the 
environments in which children grow up, such as parental separation, domestic 
violence, mental illness, alcohol abuse, drug use or imprisonment. 

 
Action on ACEs Gloucestershire is a unique collaboration between public sector, 

voluntary and community organisations. Our vision is a resilient Gloucestershire 
where communities and organisations are acting on ACEs by building resilience. 
A number of useful resources can be accessed by Clicking here. 

https://www.gsce.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2096150/3-pre-birth-protocol.pdf
https://www.actionaces.org/
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TASK 6: 
 
 

Exercise: A Cause for Concern 
 

Please  complete  this  activity  on  your  own. Spend  5  minutes  considering  the 

situations below ad rate your concerns for the following situations from 0-10. 

0 = not concerned at all 10 = extremely concerned 
  Score 

1. A parent/ carer slaps a child and leaves a handprint  

2. An adult volunteer in a youth group regularly emails group 
members for “a chat” 

 

3. A child with severe disabilities is strapped to a chair for most 
of the day 

 

4. A 6-year-old regularly arrives late at school and looks scruffy. 
Other children tease her, calling her smelly 

 

5. A 9-year-old is allowed to watch TV in his bedroom. He tells 

you he watched a horror film at 11pm the previous night 

 

6. A 17-year-old frequently goes to nightclubs on a Friday night 
and comes home so drunk she can hardly walk 

 

7. Your neighbour’s 10-year-old returns home to an empty home 
at 4pm, Their parents do not return until 6pm. 

 

8. You regularly hear your neighbours screaming and fighting 
and the woman is crying.  They have an 8-year-old and a 15- 
year-old. 

 

 

Once you have competed the form, discuss your scores with the rest of your group. 

If you have any differences in score explain the reason why you chose a particular 

level of concern. 
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Multi-Agency Top Tips! 
 

o Build relationships and get to know multi-agency colleagues 
o Respect the roles and professionalism of others and treat others as 

you would want to be treated when you need advice & information 
o Find  out  what  a  role  entails:  what  legalisation,  bureaucracy  and 

priorities guide that group of people? 
o Ask about acronyms, abbreviations and jargon and check out what 

different terms means to different agencies – for example ‘supervision’ 
o Remember working cultures may be very different to your experience 
o Ask the name of the person you are speaking to and give yours too 
o Ask who to liaise with in each individual family scenario 

o Log your contacts with others – & be SMART 
o Know the protocols around sharing information 
o Be open to change and challenge – be flexible and adapt your thinking 

in response to knowledge from others 

o Follow up things…...meetings & phone calls 
o Be  clear  and  check  again  if  you  are  not  clear  on  what  you  are 

supposed to be doing 
o Remember why you are doing this work 
o Look for win/win solutions and allow for compromise with others if you 

can 
o Arrange to shadow multi agency partners & offer to host them 
o This is everybody’s business – social workers cannot and should not 

do it all and others have a key part to play too 

o Recognise the strengths and importance of working together effectively 
o We are in this together WITH families – nobody is more important than 

the child and their parents/carers.  Be authentic and kind in your day to 

day practice! 
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Useful Documents 
 

Gloucestershire Levels of Intervention Guidance Document (Feb 2020) Use in conjunction with 
Early Help Practice Guidance 2020) 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2097927/gloucestershire-revised-loi-guidance-v6-feb-2020.pdf 
 

Early Help Practice Guidance 2020 (Use in conjunction with the LOI)  
https://search3.openobjects.c om/mediamanager /gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gcc _2387_early_hel p_prac ti   

ce_guide_digital_dev6.pdf 
 

Gloucestershire Guidance Booklet for Practitioners Working with Children and Young People 
(0 – 25 yrs.) with Additional Needs including Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

Second Edition, 2016  
https://search3.openobjects.c om/mediamanager /gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gl ouc estershire_guidanc e_f   

or_practitioners_working_with_children_and_young_people_2nd_ed.pdf 
 

Gloucestershire Neglect Toolkit (2017) 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-resource-library/neglect-toolkit/ 
 

Escalation of Professional Concerns 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/escalation-of-

professional-concerns/

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2097927/gloucestershire-revised-loi-guidance-v6-feb-2020.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gcc_2387_early_help_practice_guide_digital_dev6.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gcc_2387_early_help_practice_guide_digital_dev6.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gcc_2387_early_help_practice_guide_digital_dev6.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gloucestershire_guidance_for_practitioners_working_with_children_and_young_people_2nd_ed.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gloucestershire_guidance_for_practitioners_working_with_children_and_young_people_2nd_ed.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/gloucs/glosfamilies/files/gloucestershire_guidance_for_practitioners_working_with_children_and_young_people_2nd_ed.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-resource-library/neglect-toolkit/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/escalation-of-professional-concerns/%0c
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-child-protection-arrangements/escalation-of-professional-concerns/%0c
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The Child Safeguarding Practice review panel; Annual Report 2018-19 (Published 2020)  
https://www.gov.uk/gov ernment/publications/child-s afeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-  

2018-to-2019 
 

HM Govt; Information Sharing; Advice to practitioners … ( 2018 )  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/gov ernment/uploads/system/uploads /attac hment_data/file/7 2  

1581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf 
 

GSCP Multi Agency Guidance for Non-Accidental Injuries to Infants … (Jan 2020) 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-resource-library/multi-agency-guidance-for-
injuries-in-non-mobile-infants-and-injuries-of-concern-in-non-mobile-older-children/ 

 

NSPCC; Types of abuse 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/ 
 

On Line Abuse “How safe are our children “NSPCC report 2019 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children 
 

The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel “It was hard to escape “; Safeguarding children 
at risk from criminal exploitation; 2020 
https://www.earlyhelppartners hip.org.uk /News-and-Updates /news-docs /cas par-briefing-safeguarding-  

children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation-12-03-2020.pdf 
 

Child Sexual Abuse Practice Briefing; Gloucestershire Social Work Academy 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095379/at-a-glance-practice-briefing-csa-2020.pdf 
 

Professional Curiosity Practice Briefing; Gloucestershire Social Work Academy 

https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095378/at-a-glance-practice-briefing-professional-curiosity-2020.pdf 
 

Guidance for schools and colleges; Safeguarding children from Sexual Violence; Child Sexual 
Exploitation; Harmful Practice (Metropolitan Police) 

http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Schools-Charter_A4_Digital.pdf 
 

Safeguarding Children at risk form Criminal Exploitation (Bedford University 2020)  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/gov ernment/uploads/system/uploads /attac h ment_data/file/87  

0035/Safeguarding_children_at_risk_from_criminal_exploitation_review.pdf 
 

Research briefing one; Child Protection, Social Distancing and Risk form COVID 19 University 
of Birmingham (June 2020) 

https://www.birmingham.ac .uk /documents/college-s ocial-scienc es/s ocial-policy/publications/research-  

briefing-1-child-protection-risks-covid-accessible.pdf 
 

HM Govt; Keeping Children Safe in Education 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2 
 

Working together to safeguard children 2018  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/gov ernment/uploads/system/uploads /attac hment_data/file/77  
9401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2018-to-2019
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-resource-library/multi-agency-guidance-for-injuries-in-non-mobile-infants-and-injuries-of-concern-in-non-mobile-older-children/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/safeguarding-resource-library/multi-agency-guidance-for-injuries-in-non-mobile-infants-and-injuries-of-concern-in-non-mobile-older-children/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children
https://www.earlyhelppartnership.org.uk/News-and-Updates/news-docs/caspar-briefing-safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation-12-03-2020.pdf
https://www.earlyhelppartnership.org.uk/News-and-Updates/news-docs/caspar-briefing-safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation-12-03-2020.pdf
https://www.earlyhelppartnership.org.uk/News-and-Updates/news-docs/caspar-briefing-safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation-12-03-2020.pdf
https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095379/at-a-glance-practice-briefing-csa-2020.pdf
https://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2095378/at-a-glance-practice-briefing-professional-curiosity-2020.pdf
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Schools-Charter_A4_Digital.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/870035/Safeguarding_children_at_risk_from_criminal_exploitation_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/870035/Safeguarding_children_at_risk_from_criminal_exploitation_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/870035/Safeguarding_children_at_risk_from_criminal_exploitation_review.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/publications/research-briefing-1-child-protection-risks-covid-accessible.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/publications/research-briefing-1-child-protection-risks-covid-accessible.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/publications/research-briefing-1-child-protection-risks-covid-accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
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Useful websites 

 

 Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Partnership; The site contains 

lots of useful information, all the policies and procedures and offers regular 

safeguarding updates on the alerts system to which anyone can sign up. This 

is where you find the levels of intervention and the neglect toolkit.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/ 
 

 Gloucestershire Family Directory; A great site when working / supporting 

families at the early intervention stage. Contains very useful information about 

services as well as being helpful when trying to understand the graduated 

pathway and how to provide “early help “  

https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page 
 

 NSPCC(CASPAR); An informative, free, weekly resource offering a wide 

perspective of all things safeguarding. Anyone can sign up and we would 

advocate any DSL / Safeguarding lead doing so.  

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/newsletter/caspar 
 

 Safeguarding in Schools (Andrew Hall); This site provides free weekly 

bulletins about safeguarding in education which are extremely informative.  

https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/andrew-hall/ 
 

 The National Working group (NWG) for child sexual exploitation. A go to 

site to find up to date information and useful resources for anything to do with 

child exploitation. 

https://www.nwgnetwork.org/ 
 
 
 
 

Useful Local Telephone Numbers  

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 01452 426565 

Community Social Work Team 01452 426263 

Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) 01452 426994 

Police Non-Emergency 101 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gscp/
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/newsletter/caspar
https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/andrew-hall/
https://www.nwgnetwork.org/
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