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Hi everyone!
We are currently half way through our Spring Term and it 
won’t be long until the Easter Break. 
All of the children have been busy learning and developing 
in play and enjoying the range of indoor and outdoor 
opportunities. 
Amanda and the Puddles team
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Pre-schoolers
Pre-school have been learning about Chinese 
new year and have tried noodles, crackers and 
fortune cookies. 
We have been doing large scale paintings to 
experiment in colour mixing and have painted 
on various different materials and textures. Some 
of the older children have shown interest in writing 
their names so we have been encouraging this by modelling writing 
for them. The younger/newer Pre-schoolers have been learning the 
rules and have done a fab job of settling in. We are also going to be 
practising tasks for school readiness such as putting our shoes and 
coats on and off by ourselves.

Babies Toddlers
We have been exploring 
different materials such as the 
sand in the the new suitcase 
and the mud in the mud 
kitchen outdoors. 
We have all joined in making 
cakes and biscuits which has 
been great for using gross 
motor skills, learning to take 
turns and to share.

The book this term has been ‘We’re 
going on a bear hunt’ – which has 
been very popular and most can now 
even recite the story! The children 
have explored different textures in 
the outdoors and been out on a bear 
hunt through the park.
We have also been practising cutting skills and are 
beginning to master the art of holding the scissors 
correctly and safely.

Nursery Environment
We have been working hard on improving the garden areas and the nursery rooms. We have paled down 
the walls and made them less busy in order to reduce the sensory load for the young children. Hopefully you 
will agree the rooms are lighter and more calm. The mood lighting in the evening is also helping the children 
be more settled for the evening and parents arrival.

Please could we ask for donations of spare trousers 2-3 and 3-4 years. We would be very grateful to any 
donations you can make.

Donations

Weather & Clothing
Please can we ensure that 
all children have their all 

in ones and wellies, as we 
enjoy going out side in all-

weather, (especially when its 
raining and we can jump in 

puddles!). Could parents also 
please provide a reusable 

bag for any wet/dirty clothes. 
Please look out for an update 
on suncream as the weather 
improves, likely around April.

Please, please, please can I request family photos – we really want to display these within the nursery to help 
with our homely environments. The children get really excited when they see themselves in the photos on the 
wall. 

Family Photos
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Coronovirus Update
As you will all have seen, we are closely following the Government’s advice regarding the Coronavirus. 
As new developments occur, we will inform you and react. What we know now is that the best means of 
preventing spread of the disease is to follow best hygiene practices. As such we now have a sanitising station at the 
entrance to each nursery. This is to try to stop the virus entering the building. Within the building staff and children will 
be washing their hands following Government guidance, which is for at least 20 seconds. We will also be following 
the guidance to use tissues to catch coughs and sneezes 
and we will be displaying posters and teaching the children 
to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’.
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Planning in the Moment
Much of the success of this teaching methodology is having the correct resources available for children to play 
with. Anna Ephgrave, who champions this child-lead learning methodology, explained at the training courses that 
we need to be able to see the engagement of children. We have therefore been working on making sure we have 
enough, though not too many, open-ended resources. 
Our staff have been working hard to further develop the principle of ‘watch, wait and wonder!’ They encourage 
the children to become fully ‘engaged’ in what they are doing and then as the teaching adult, they extend the 
learning. This then promotes positive brain synapses development.

Makaton
Each news letter we will share a word, so 

that parents can support their child’s home 
learning.

Wash
Mime washing your hands

Puddles Nursery
Hesters Way Community Resource 

Centre, Cassin Dr, Cheltenham, 
GL51 7SU

01242 527545
amanda@desirablechildcare.co.uk

We’re Closed On ...

Special Events
Sport Relief: 9 - 15th Mar
Mothers Day: 22nd Mar

Queens Birthday: 21st Apr
St George’s Day: 23rd Apr

Eid al-Fitr: 24th May
Childrens Day: 5th May

Term break (funded): 6th - 17th Apr
Good Friday: 10th April

Easter Monday: 13th April
Bank Holiday: 8th May

Bank Holiday: 25th May
Term break (funded): 25th - 29th May
Term break (funded): 21st Jul - 28th 

Aug
Bank Holiday: 31st Aug

Term break (funded): 26th - 30th Oct
Christmas break (funded): 21st - 31st-

Dec
Christmas closures: 25th & 28th Dec

Bank Holiday: Jan 1st


