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Information continues to be updated and added to the VLE under  
Early Years Providers > 00. COVID-19 Latest News 

 
 

 
 

 
We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break and wish you all 
a Happy New Year.  
 
We look forward to working with you in 2021. 
 
Best wishes 
The Early Years Team 
 

 

 
  New briefings coming soon for Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) – these will  
  start in the Spring 2021 and will have safeguarding speakers sharing information and 
  holding discussions on safeguarding topics and updates. Look out for more  
  information soon.  
 

 

 
  Safeguarding Audit February 2021 – look out for the email for the newly designed 
  audit.  
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/winter&psig=AOvVaw3wNrdq4wkDtEgkdnYbn0ij&ust=1607418844986000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPi23pXEu-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG


 

 

 
Reflection and constantly improving is what we do at 
Ambourne Nursery and adding impact to our children’s lives 
is in all our hearts!  

Today was no different! After 18 months and many hours in 
creating and evidencing how we had Impact. We have 
received our Just Quality Platinum Accreditation Award.  

We decided to start our journey! Asking ourselves Why, why 
do this activity? Why is the room planned like this? What does that policy mean? Why do we have 
home cooked meals? etc... etc.... Understanding your reasons why and relating it to individual 
children, you can then see the impact (and sometimes not) we can improve and extend it further.  

To say we are excited, happy and proud is an understatement. I feel like the happiest and proudest 
manager today. Seeing how happy and the pride beaming from my teams face when I showed 
them our award, was just the best feeling.  
 
I would like to thank all of our children and families for being part of our journey but most 
importantly my team. Without our team we would have no Ambourne. Your hard work and 
dedication, day in and day out is simply outstanding! I hope that you have been inspired and 
empowered but also proud of the Impact you are making!  
 

 

 
Childminder Tracey Graham shared at the recent Childminding Network meeting how she settles 
children in or supports children who become upset with photos from the child’s home. She has 
created a stacking box system for storage and the children can use these boxes in conversations 
and in play. 
 

 
 

 
 

“How do you feel your role as a key person has changed during COVID?” 
What are the positives? Which part of it will you keep in place? 
Let us know how your role has changed, send your information to earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  
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Malleable Materials (messy play) 
 
Settings should risk assess activities that involve malleable materials for messy play such as sand, 
mud and water, as part of their regular curriculum planning. 
 
A risk assessment should consider whether: 

• materials can be handled by a small, consistent group of children of no more than 15 at a 
time, and that no one else outside this group can come into contact with it 

• the malleable material for messy play (for example sand/water/mud) can be used and 
cleaned - including being replaced - in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, 
where applicable. For example, see the managing risk in play provision implementation 
guide  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-
closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures#risk-assessments-and-
individuals-with-protected-characteristics  
 
Are you offering Sand, Water & Dough? These documents support settings with their risk assessing 
of these types of resources. You can get this information from the VLE > COVID 19 pages    

 

         
 

 

 
Compass is the “engine room” of Early Help, we are part of South 
Gloucestershire Council’s Integrated Children’s Services Preventative 
Services.  Compass provides information and advice regarding early help both 
directly to families, as well as to professionals who are supporting them to 

enable them to achieve meaningful and positive outcomes without the need for statutory 
intervention. The purpose of Compass is to navigate families to the right help, in the right way at 
the right time. 
You can contact Compass by emailing compass@southglos.gov.uk 
South Gloucestershire have a directory which is a source of information, advice and guidance for 

people living in South Gloucestershire.  

https://find-information-for-adults-children- 
families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/home.page 
 

 

https://www.playengland.org.uk/resource/managing-risk-in-play-provision-implementation-guide/
https://www.playengland.org.uk/resource/managing-risk-in-play-provision-implementation-guide/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures#risk-assessments-and-individuals-with-protected-characteristics
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures#risk-assessments-and-individuals-with-protected-characteristics
mailto:compass@southglos.gov.uk


 

 
Di Wilcox – Childminder has been busy preparing for days when we can’t get out for long by 
building new indoor sensory equipment.  This picture was taken after them being engrossed for 
over 30 minutes, and they’re still there at it.  All collapses down into the try at the end of the day so 
easy to store too. 
 

         
 

 
 

Delayed Entry to Primary School 
 
The deadline for parents to apply for a school place in September 2021 is 15th January 2021. 
If a parent tells you that they wish to delay their child’s start to school, please remind them that 
they must still apply this year and state their reasons for delay. 
 
The following is taken from the Primary School Admission Guide: 
Parents/carers may request for their child to be held back a school year (to start school in the 
September after their fifth birthday) if the following both apply:   

• they were born in the summer (1 April to 31 August)  

• they don’t think they’re ready to start in the September after they turn 4.  
 

To request a delayed admission, parents/carers must apply for a place during the standard 
application process timeline for their child’s chronological age group, stating their reasons for 
requesting delayed entry to the following year, this can be done by contacting the Admissions and 
Transport Team AdmissionsAndTransport@southglos.gov.uk 
 
Please note if parents do not seek an approved delayed entry to school, the child will go straight in 
to Year 1 when they start school.  The preschool provider will also be responsible for completing 
and submitting the EYFSP (Early Years Foundation Stage Profile) assessment. 
 
If you have any questions about this, please contact your Setting Support Officer. 
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Hillside Day Nursery are very excited and proud to be working 
towards The Curiosity Approach Accreditation.   We have been 
inspired by this approach for some time and in September we 
officially signed up on our learning journey!  

As we embark on this 
journey, we aim to provide 
the children with rich learning 
environments that are 
calming and homely.  We will 
provide invitations to play using open ended and authentic 
resources that stimulate children’s innate curiosity, creativity, awe 
and wonder.   Our curious staff 
team will also be developing their 
own professional development, 
as we learn more about the 

elements that underpin this approach such as Reggio, Steiner, 
TeWharki and Montessiori.  We will become mindful practitioners 
as we support children by allowing them the opportunity to take 
charge of their own learning thinking and ideas – placing them at 
the centre of everything. The team at Hillside have already been 
working very hard on improving their rooms and resources. In the 

short time we have been on this 
journey we have already noticed 
positive changes with levels of involvement of the children and the 
way children engage with the resources offered - the rooms are 
feeling much calmer and homely.   
We are looking forward to finding out more about this wonderful 
approach and most importantly to see how the children respond 
to the changes we make for them. 
 
 
 

 

 
... “From January 2021, we will carry out assurance inspections under the education 
inspection framework (EIF). Inspectors will use the early years inspection handbook 

(‘the handbook’) when carrying out these inspections. The differences in inspection approach are 
outlined within this note… 
We will continue to carry out our regulatory and compliance functions as normal, as far as the 
public health emergency allows.” 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/january-2021-registered-early-years-
providers?utm_source=79f5628f-fbe2-49e3-a368-
88dd06c40847&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=daily#contents  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-handbook-eif
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/january-2021-registered-early-years-providers?utm_source=79f5628f-fbe2-49e3-a368-88dd06c40847&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#contents
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/january-2021-registered-early-years-providers?utm_source=79f5628f-fbe2-49e3-a368-88dd06c40847&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#contents
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/january-2021-registered-early-years-providers?utm_source=79f5628f-fbe2-49e3-a368-88dd06c40847&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#contents
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.maltonschool.org/ofsted-inspection-letter/&psig=AOvVaw1ysn4SqwdUQW7OfKcufc47&ust=1608298623129000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCCrb6R1e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 
Abacus Preschool Stoke Gifford would like to share – How 
They Help Others 
 
The children and staff have been learning about the 
importance of Christmas and giving to those less fortunate 
than ourselves. The children came up with some lovely 
ideas on how we can support the homeless and vulnerable 
families “we can make cards” “I will make them a picture” 
“I can bring in my phone I don’t play with it anymore”.  
The children spoke to their parents about this and our parents 
fully engaged and started donating toiletries, clothes, toys, food, 
water and some special treats.  
 
The children helped to put all of the donations into bags one child 
asked “why do they need a tooth brush” “because they don’t 
have a mummy or any money to buy one” “that’s a bit sad isn’t 
it” “yes it is” “its ok tho we got them some now so they will be 
happy”.  
 
We are so proud of how generous our children and their families have been and have heard direct 
from the charity (Blonde Angels Street Team) that our donations helped provide Christmas presents 
to a vulnerable family and food for three of their shelters that they support.  
 

 

 
Inclusion Fund Panel 
Please note that from January 2021 the Inclusion Fund Panel will consider a maximum of 20 
applications at each panel meeting.  These will be considered strictly in the order that we are 
notified that they are in your locker provided that the parental consent form (where required) is 
uploaded at the same time.  
Any additional applications will be carried forward to the following panel and will be the first to be 
discussed at that panel. 
From January 2021 the Post Covid Form will no longer be accepted at panel. Please continue to use 
the other Inclusion Fund Forms that can be found on the VLE > 07. Inclusion Fund > Applications. 
 

      
 

      
 

 
 
 



 

 
Fully-funded courses will be available to adults without 
a full qualification at Level 3 (A-level equivalent) from 
April 2021 to help them gain in-demand skills and open 

up further job opportunities. The list of courses includes a number in child development and 
wellbeing, such as a Level 3 Diploma for the Early Years Workforce and a Level 3 Diploma in 
Children's Play, Learning and Development. A full list of courses on offer at Level 3 is available here. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/adults-to-gain-new-skills-on-400-free-courses 
 

 

 
NEW Covid-19 Developing Outdoor Practice in Winter 
Following on from Covid-19 Developing Outdoor Practice, this is a new 
section Developing Outdoor Practice in Winter.  It includes practical ideas for 
you to consider. 
 
Find this on the VLE under Early Years Providers > 00. COVID-19 Latest News. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Pucklechurch Playgroup Manager, Georgina Wynter on… 

Supporting Parents / Carers in these challenging times 
 
Q: At a time where parental anxieties are high and the need for that parent - setting partnership is so 
great, you are effectively managing to reassure and provide comfort to your families, could you share 
why you feel this is working so well for you? 
A: We communicate with our parents through a variety of platforms. We have always been a very small 
setting and this in itself provides opportunity for a closer relationship with our families. We asked our 
parents for their preferred option for communication and we use this to share information with them. We 
have a Facebook page and a web site where general information is shared and use email and text for more 
personal and confidential information. We pride ourselves on our close ties with our local community and 
this has helped greatly during this challenging time. We have always tried to give our parents personal 
attention and if this is not possible face to face then a phone call is the next best thing even out of 
playgroup hours, I always try to make myself available to parents. 
 
Q: What are you finding are the biggest worries your parents / carers have about leaving their children in 
the preschool, during this time, and how do you reassure them?  
A: Many of our parents are worried about their children becoming ill with Covid- 19 or possibly bringing 
Covid-19 back from playgroup. There is also anxiety around the testing process and how unpleasant it is. 
This causes concern as it would impact working parents if they had to keep their child home from the 
setting. We have several Mums who are pregnant and this is an anxious time for them. We always make 
time for a one-to-one chat with each parent every day to reassure them that playgroup is a safe place for 
their child and that we are doing all we can to maintain the safety of our families and their children. 
 

https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=4cfa4b108b&e=8befeee816
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/adults-to-gain-new-skills-on-400-free-courses


 

 Q: What have you noticed about the impact of COVID on the children and what do you and your staff 
team do to support the children? 
A: Initially during the first lockdown we were unable to open. We have now been open since September 
and we are initiating lots of conversations about what Covid-19 looks like to them. We talk about why we 
need to wear masks when we meet parents and why keeping your hands clean is important. Lots of our 
children talk about their parents wearing masks and that they are unable to see family and friends. Through 
group time we share how we are all feeling and acknowledge and value the feelings of others. Emotional 
support is essential at these difficult times and although we try to keep physical contact to a minimum 
sometimes children just need that reassuring hand or a cuddle. 
 
Q: Do you have any advice or recommendations for other settings who are finding it incredible hard to 
engage with parents but keep everyone safe at the same time? 
A: I have tried to make myself as available as possible during these challenging times. I appreciate that 
answering calls and messages over the weekend may be difficult, but this has helped support our families 
and alleviate concerns. We work hard on ensuring that we have face to face conversations with parents and 
always make sure that we greet them personally during drop off and pick-up times. We rotate practitioners 
at these times to ensure that parents get to see their child’s key worker during drop off and collection. We 
as a practitioner team chose to only wear visors during these times to ensure that children can see our 
faces clearly to ensure that our children can clearly see us and fully understand what we are saying to them 
and their parents. 
 

 

 
Training  
There are still spaces available on the following virtual courses.  All sessions will take place on 
Microsoft Teams: 

Date Time Title 

13 & 20 January 9.30-1.00 Makaton Level 1 

19 January 7.00-8.30 Committee Support Network 

26 January 9.30-11.00 or 2.00-
3.30 

Leadership & Management Network 

27 January 6.00-7.00 Leadership & Management Network 

 
Spaces can be reserved here https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp. 
 

 

 
Early Years Vacancy Bulletin 
Please find below a link to the latest Early Years and Childcare Vacancy Bulletin.  Please direct any 
queries to earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk.  
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-
providers/early-years-vacancy-bulletin/  
 

 

 
You can access the VLE here.       
 

 
You may choose to unsubscribe to this service at any time by emailing our Data Protection Officer via DPO@southglos.gov.uk 

stating your wish to no longer be contacted and please include the service that your request relates to. 
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