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Celebrating 30 Years  
Back in August Justine Richardson, manager of the Priory Day Nursery, 
celebrated 30 years working for Bristol Childcare. The setting held a small 
socially-distanced party with a presentation, homemade cake and non-alcoholic 
fizz in the garden at The Priory Day Nursery with staff and children and Justine’s 
family and friends.  
 
Saffia Bullock, Managing Director says “We are celebrating Justine’s sense of 
fun, her creativity and resourcefulness – she is always upcycling things at her 
sewing machine, making blankets and peg bags from old nursery uniform. She 

has a passion for childcare, she is committed and dedicated, 100% reliable and always does what is needed to get 
the job done. She loves singing and she has an infectious laugh! We are very proud that Justine has been working for 
us for 30 years and are delighted to celebrate this today. Bristol Childcare is a family-run business and caring for 
families is at the heart of all we do – Justine is very much part of the family.” 
 
Justine was also the mentor for Setting Support Officer Sinead McBride. “Fresh out of university Justine was a fantastic 
mentor, she taught me so much about leadership and what it means to be part of a team. Justine has an incredible 
sense of humour which filtered through as an ethos of the nursery, she taught me the fundamentals of fun and play 
and was a huge part of making me the practitioner I am today.” 

 

If you have anything you 

would like to celebrate 

please send information 

to your SSO for up and 

coming E-bulletins.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.crosscards.com/cards/birthdays/celebrating-you-today.html&psig=AOvVaw0Kct6YlPLG4T1V2pFWIKmi&ust=1603274661027000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCNstn1wuwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK


 
 

Working together as a community   
‘In September 2019, Mrs C was looking for a setting for her then 2 

year old daughter who is profoundly deaf in one ear and has 

fluctuating hearing loss in the other. Although she really liked us 

as a setting she was worried about the acoustics in the room as we 

operate from a room with extremely high ceilings and it would 

mean that her daughter would have to work extra hard to hear 

and develop her speech and language. Mrs C decided that she 

would like her daughter to start with us in November 2019 and 

shortly afterwards set up a “Just giving page” to raise money for 

some “Sound Clouds” produced by a company called The Woolly 

Shepherd. Our target was £4600.00 to enable us to purchase 16 of 

these clouds which would drastically change the reverberation 

times in the room. We were well on our way to hitting our target when lockdown sadly put a stop to our fundraising 

efforts. Yate and Sodbury Voice approached us through Mrs C to publish an article that hopefully would kick start our 

fundraising efforts. Donations gradually started to trickle in until one day a well-spoken gentleman called the office to 

say that he had seen the article and wondered if we were still fundraising. I explained that we were around £1000.00 

short of our target and just couldn’t seem to get any further. He replied that he would like to remain anonymous but 

would like to contribute the final £1000.00 to get us to our target. This meant that we were able to go ahead and 

organise the installation of the clouds which is due to happen during the half 

term break. We will be eternally grateful to the anonymous donor as this not 

only will benefit the children of Sodbury Vale now but future children too.    

 

Flu Vaccination Campaign  
‘To ensure we encourage eligible cohorts where uptake is traditionally lowest, we will launch with 
a precision targeted campaign from Monday 5 October 2020 focusing on parents of 2-3 year olds, 
pregnant women and people with long-term health conditions.’ Public Health England  
A selection of new posters have been added to the VLE.  They can be found under Early Years 
Providers > 19. Health > Flu.  Settings can also sign up to Public Health England’s Campaign 
Resource Centre to access a full range of materials for PHE campaigns 
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources 
 

 

Myth busters for Childminders – Update  
The myth busters for childminders have been updated on the VLE in line with current 

guidelines, advice and frequently asked questions shared from childminders.  

 

The update can be found on the VLE under Early Years Providers > 00. COVID-19 Latest News. 

 
 

Makaton  
Sign and Share Evening  
Our next virtual Makaton Sign and Share Evening will take place on Wednesday 2nd December 2020, 6.00-
7.00pm.  The themes for this session will be Hanukkah, Christmas and New Year.  The session is open to 
all early years’ practitioners in South Gloucestershire and is free to join.  Spaces can be reserved here. 
 
Black History Month  

 Kris Campbell has collaborated with The Makaton Charity and Better Communication Bristol to create 
these resources for Black History Month which we promoted in our October 2 bulletin. These 
resources include the symbols for  to believe, to celebrate, to change, to decide as well as many more. 
The link also includes a people matching game. For the full story and links click here.   

 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=680275062606779&id=381779535789668&sfnsn=scwspwa
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://sodburyvalenursery.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw0osmoe9RyRzQWV1Ljp3pIS&ust=1603274476433000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD3iIH1wuwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.widgit.com/products/makaton/index.htm&psig=AOvVaw3pzSczOmjRZR9ESTRNW0qM&ust=1603449017269000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiYs53_x-wCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 

National Outdoor Classroom Day Thursday 5th November  
Outdoor Classroom Day is a global movement to inspire and 
celebrate outdoor play and learning, at home and at school. On 
Outdoor Classroom Day itself, which has two dates each year, 
teachers celebrate with a special day outdoors for their class. The 
theme this year is Love the Outdoors! This is for children and 
adults of all ages so get involved.  
https://outdoorclassroomday.org.uk/ 
 
Below are some ideas of what to do with your conker collections 
to get you started …  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

For more inspirational ideas about getting outdoors visit 
Welcome to Autumn!  

 
Hopefully many of you will have enjoyed Jane and her 
granddaughter Martha exploring the outdoors in the Spring and 
Summer. You can now follow them throughout the Autumn with our new learning space “Welcome to my Autumn!”   

 
So grab your wellies and come and join us in the 
mud and rain as we explore all that this wonderful 
season has to offer.  
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Improving Communication and Language  
‘In the UK, over 1 million children and young people – that’s 2 – 3 in every UK 
classroom – have some form of long term and persistent speech, language 
and communication difficulty. This can affect them early, severely and for life.’  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Supporting the knowledge and understanding of staff 
I CAN is currently offering free online, in-depth training session entitled ‘Ensuring quality support for Speech, 
language and communication needs in Early Years settings’. There are 5 different courses available and 2 live 
webinars in each course. It’s a great opportunity for free training so please share with your Teams and settings. 
https://ican.org.uk/eysend-partnership/. Free training on speech, language and communication is also available on 
the VLE as well as requests for bespoke training for staff teams, this is virtual at present.  
 
Supporting the knowledge and understanding of parents  
Tots Talking  
This is an 8 week program for parents of toddlers to attend on line to find out more 
about how their toddlers are learning to talk.  
Anne-Marie (a speech and language therapist with ICAN), will deliver 40 minute 
sessions with an Early Years Practitioner. The sessions will include videos to watch, 
information sharing and a chance to make a toy or activity that parents can do at 
home with their child.  Parents will be able to ask questions and find out about how 
their child is learning.  
The link to sign-in is here:  How toddlers learn to talk  
 
For further information about Tots Talking or How Babies Learn to talk, please contact Anne-Marie Cray  
acray@ican.org.uk 
 
EasyPeasy  
EasyPeasy is a smartphone app which gives parents activities to play with their children (ages 0-5) to boost language. 
The ideas are shared weekly through a 20 week programme, and aim to improve children's focus and parents' 
confidence. 
The EasyPeasy app lets you: 

• Access evidence-based ideas for your own sessions 
• Track parents' activity via your practitioner dashboard 
• Register parents quickly and simply via invite codes 

To you wish to use this app with your families, email jane@easypeasyapp.com with your setting name and contact 
details. Places are limited and offered on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Supporting the children  

• Consider additional assessment tools in order to understand the child’s individual speech and language 
strengths and needs  

• Apply for inclusion fund  

• Discuss with your SSO and /or EIO 

• Visit the VLE for experience ideas to support language  

• Develop language activity to go packs that staff can use indoors and out  

• Consider specific language small group time  

• Talk and listen with the children – be genuinely interested.  
 

What are you noticing 

this year about the 

communication and 

language of your cohort?  

 

https://ican.org.uk/eysend-partnership/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3BSLLQH
mailto:acray@ican.org.uk
mailto:jane@easypeasyapp.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/288511919855120495/&psig=AOvVaw2jiRT8-1otrxLsFa32_p6Z&ust=1603466549984000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC6u8TAyOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAb


 
 

In what ways do we value and celebrate difference within 
our setting? 

Dimension 8 of the Bristol Standard reflective questions  

 
Culture relates to any aspect of children’s lives and is not limited to ethnicity and race. 
Listening to what children have to communicate about their lives will help you to avoid 
assumptions and support them to value their own identity. Children in your setting will have 
varying life experiences. Some will only have come across their own culture and traditions, 
while others will be part of a more diverse community or have experiences of the wider world. 
Finding out about children’s family traditions will support your own knowledge and 
understanding of diversity. Bristol Standard Dimension 8 Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.  
 
The best starting point for this is to talk to you families, ask them about their culture and values, and talk to families 
about festivals they celebrate at home and what traditions they have around these. Just because two families both 
celebrate Diwali does not mean they will do this in the same way just as two families who celebrate Christmas will 
have their own traditions. Take the time to talk with families about this and avoid assumptions. 

 

How do we guard against a tokenistic approach? 
 

“What we don’t need in EY right now is token gestures, long gone are the days when you can proclaim you are a 

diverse setting just by having a copy of Handas surprise and a poster on the walls that ticks off cultural representation 

within your setting, but we know this still happens. How can we truly use ethnically diverse artefacts meaningfully in 

everyday ways that represent the cultures and backgrounds of children who attend our settings rather just doing 

what we have always done?” Laura Henry, 2020  

If the setting celebrates Diwali (and other festivals) for one day but does not include other 
aspects of the culture into practice throughout the year it is tokenistic and likely to have 
minimal impact on children’s understanding of culture. To 
make this more meaningful learning about cultures should be 
part of your curriculum e.g. clothes and resources in the role 
play area, fiction and non-fiction books which represent 

different cultures and places equal value on these.  
 
An anti-bias education goes beyond celebrating diversity through festivals and 
resources but can be seen throughout your setting, in all experiences and threaded 
throughout your interactions with children.  

 
Children’s questions, comments, and behaviors are a vital source of anti-bias curriculum. They 
spark teachable moments as well as longer-term projects. We also need to think more widely 
about the activities and experiences we present by intentionally putting out materials and books 
to broaden children’s awareness and by planning experiences around issues that matter to 
families and the community.  
 

If you would like to consider further how you can celebrate diversity in your setting and consider how you promote 
and anti-bias culture visit our new area on the VLE under Equality, Diversity and Inclusion > BAME.  

 

View your commitment to cultural responsiveness as an ongoing process.                                    

It is not a one-time matter of mastering knowledge of customs and practices, but an enduring 

responsibility to learn and reflect based on direct experiences with children, their families, and others. 

National Association for the Education of Young Children, 2019 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DtqbbEcPOn8U&psig=AOvVaw1FLcw8gkz0jjywYj8p4hRM&ust=1599215600844000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDXtsfkzOsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/286963807489475012/&psig=AOvVaw2N-MYqHeq1iPcRPL5m6seI&ust=1603480142572000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDYrZjzyOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/338262622017867274/&psig=AOvVaw1W-DNfog7AvW7JvjV93ZGD&ust=1603480285818000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjz59vzyOwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/502644008382709738/&psig=AOvVaw2jcAwAmStzq-hGZOBbrqh2&ust=1599211068681000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiLvtDTzOsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi


 
 

Out and About with Minded Children 
Some places childminders might usually visit are closed, and 
some might not currently be suitable to visit.  What places 
have you discovered?  Where do you visit?  Let 
julie.marks@southglos.gov.uk know and we’ll compile a list 
to share in the next e-bulletin.  
 

 

Training  
The following new e-learning courses have been published: 

• I’m a New SENCO (part 5 – Working with Parents, with more coming soon) 
 
There are still spaces available on the following virtual courses.  All sessions will take place on Microsoft Teams: 

Date Time Title 

Wednesday 4th November 1.30-3.00  Two Year Old Network 

Monday 9th November 7.00-8.30 Childminder Network 

Tuesday 10th November 4.15-5.00 Yate Learning Community 

Wednesday 11th November 4.15-5.00 Downend/Kingswood Learning Community 

Wednesday 11th November 7.00-8.30 Committee Support Network 

Thursday 12th November 4.15-5.00 Thornbury Learning Community 

Thursday 12th November 6.30-8.00 Disadvantaged Network 

Tuesday 17th November 9.30-11.00 or 2.00-3.30 Leadership and Management Network 

 
Spaces can be reserved here https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp.  

 
 

Early Years Vacancy Bulletin 
Please find below a link to the latest Early Years and Childcare Vacancy Bulletin.  Please direct any queries to 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk.  
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-providers/early-years-
vacancy-bulletin/  
 

 

 

You can access the VLE here.       

 

 
You may choose to unsubscribe to this service at any time by emailing our Data Protection Officer via DPO@southglos.gov.uk 

stating your wish to no longer be contacted and please include the service that your request relates to. 
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