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Information continues to be updated and added to the VLE under 
Early Years Providers > 00. COVID-19 Latest News 

 
 

 

 

 

The arrangements for the reporting of suspected and confirmed cases of coronavirus has changed. 

The current arrangements are as below: 

• Suspected cases must be reported to Public Health South Gloucestershire only via email 

PublicHealthSouthGloucestershire@southglos.gov.uk 

• Confirmed cases must be reported to Public Health South West on 0300 303 8162 and the 

DFE on 0800 046 8687  

• An email to report all confirmed cases should also be sent to: 

swhpt@phe.gov.uk 

Duty.Consultant@southglos.gov.uk 

Claire.perry@southglos.gov.uk 

Rachel.Webb@southglos.gov.uk 

• Setting must notify Ofsted swiftly through the usual notification channels of any confirmed 

case of coronavirus (either staff member or child).  

 

Things often change rapidly. It is important to keep up to date with the latest information available on the VLE 
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We are proud to announce the launch of our brand new page on the VLE 'Supporting Positive 
Wellbeing'. This hub is packed full of resources to support your wellbeing, activities to support the 
wellbeing of the children in your setting and also ways to connect with and support the parents/ 
carers of your setting. You can find it under Early Years Providers > Learning spaces > Supporting 
Positive Well-being in your Setting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Gloucestershire Council are excited to announce the launch of Thrive at Work - West of 
England. The Thrive at Work is a programme aimed at small and medium enterprises in the West of 
England and aims support Mental Health and Wellbeing in the workplace, across the West of 
England. The programme includes free certified MIND Mental Health E-Learner training for 
managers (usually £200 per manager) as well as other training for staff members, an extensive 
resource library, Wellness Action Plans and guidance on how to complete them.  
 

 
As Early Years settings/ providers you qualify for this free 
Mental Health training, and the best part is you can have 
all your managers/ room leaders trained for free! 
 
Follow the below link to register for the training (you will 
find the link on the large grey box on the front page: 
 

https://wearegrowth.co.uk/covid-19/thrive-at-work-
west-of-england/ 
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Early Years Wellbeing Week 2020  
5th – 11th October 

 
 

South Glos Early Years Team are supporting EY Wellbeing week and encouraging you and your 
setting to consider what you can do. 

Kate Moxley writes, In line with world mental health day. Early Years Wellbeing Week shines the 
spotlight on mental health and wellbeing for the sector as we seek to raise awareness, educate, 

influence, and inform. 
Early Years Wellbeing Week is about prevention because what we know for certain is that there is 
still a lack of understanding around mental health and wellbeing in general. That lack of awareness 
means that the demands that come with working in Early Years can take us from wellness to illness. 

We must embrace preventive measures rather than deal with reactive measures when we are 
experiencing mental health issues, such as stress, exhaustion, insomnia, burnout and that may lead 

to anxiety and depression. 
 

Join in and join voices with EY professionals everyday across the week, use the hashtag to join in, 
find and follow each day on social media - #EYWellbeingWeek 

Please join in sharing online or with your SSO what you are doing either individually or within your 
settings, homes or organisations.  

 
 

Remember to look at the wellbeing section on the VLE  
16. Supporting Positive Wellbeing and on the Blog for information 

 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/afd7abd542dd/early-years-wellbeing-week-
4722749 

https://katemoxleyeyc.co.uk/wellbeing/ 
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What is Black History Month? 

The month of October marks Black History Month, which recognises the history, achievements and 

contributions that black people have made to the world. The celebration originates from America, 

a historian called Carter G. Woodson introduced a week, in 1926 dedicated to challenging 

misconceptions and preserving black history and culture. It was later decided that a week wasn’t 

long enough and in the context of the civil rights movement, in 1967, black history month was 

born. After visiting America a Ghanaian-born special projects officer at the Greater London Council, 

founded the UK's version of Black History Month in 1987. 

 

Why is this important? 

Whilst valuing and celebrating diversity should be integral to your every-day practice, recognising 

October, alongside this as a special month, can provide opportunities for more in depth 

explorations into African and Caribbean culture where children can benefit from first hand 

experiences which make links between different lives, cultures and experiences and identify their 

importance. For children of African and Caribbean descent they can benefit from a sense of self-

esteem from their culture being celebrated.                                                           
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Malorie Blackman 
 

As the author to a number of books and the best-selling Noughts & Crosses 
series, Malorie Blackman aims to “make reading irresistible” for young 
people. She works with various organisations to encourage reading and 
literacy in children of all ages, and promotes the enjoyment of short stories, 
graphic novels and other types of literature. Blackman has been recognised 
for her contributions to the field; In 1997 she was awarded with the excelle 
children’s writer of the year award. In 2005 she achieved the Eleanor 
Farjeon award, reserved for those whose contribution is deemed to be 
outstanding. In 2013 she was selected as the eighth Children’s Laureate, and is known for being the first 
ever black person to take the role. 
 

 

              
 

 

 
 

 
  

                                                                                    
 

Which contributors 

will you be 

celebrating for black 

history month? 
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HOW CAN EARLY YEARS SETTINGS GET INVOLVED? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Books 

Book trust have put together a range of 

recommended books celebrating black 

culture and history 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/b/black-

lives-matter/   

 

 

  

Practitioner Resources 

‘This pack contains ideas and activities, which 

will allow children to explore different aspects 

of African-Caribbean experience in a 

meaningful way, through purposeful play. 

Ideas have come from early years practitioners. 

It contains a case study describing how one 

Children’s Centre approached the issue of 

making BHM as inclusive a time as possible and 

an example of a completed Black 

History Month planner’. 

https://www.islingtoncs.org/system/files/Celebrating%20B

lack%20History%20Month%20in%20the%20early%20years

%20pack.pdf 

CBeebies have put together Video clips of dads 

and daughters discussing everything from Rosa 

Parks to the Jamaican football team together 

during Black History Month.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/black-history-

month   

CBeebies also have videos covering the topic of 

hair, food and family. 

 

Further learning for practitioners 

This site provides further information on 

black history month and resources for adult 

learning.  
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/section/bhm-

heroes/  

A collection of resources to explore black 

history, heritage, culture and achievements. 

Designed for use in primary and secondary 

schools but also useful to expand adult 

learning.                  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-

primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs  
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In the previous e bulletin we looked at unconscious bias 
and asked you to reflect on the following Dimension 8 
Bristol standard reflective question:  
 
‘How do we recognise and challenge our 
own assumptions, to guard against stereotyping and 
unconscious prejudice?’ 
 
We would really like to hear how you have reflected on this 
and any changes that you have made to your practice as a 
result.   

 

 
Talking to children about racism 
 
Direct conversations with children are an important aspect of tackling 
racism. Foundation stage forum podcast explores how we should talk to 
children about racism. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=PsYmCYoc-ns#menu 

 
 
 
 
This UNICEF article designed for parents also discusses this topic 
https://www.unicef.org/parenting/talking-to-your-kids-about-racism 
 

 
 

 
This article provides tips on having open conversations 
about race  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/how-to-talk-to-young-child-
about-race-racism/zrgcf82    
 
 

 
Further tips and downloadable resources from red cross                                                                                                                                 
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/talking-with-
children-and-young-people-about-race-and-racism   

 

 

This may help you reflect on the question we would like to 

pose for this month: 

‘In what ways do we provide children with the opportunity 

and support to enable them to talk about race?’ 

Dimension 8 of the Bristol Standard reflective questions 
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Learning 
Communities 
 

 

 

To all Settings and Primary Schools in and around the areas 
of Yate, Downend/Kingswood and Thornbury areas 

 
 

How did this year’s transition meetings go? 
 
How are the children getting on at School? 
 
What can we learn from ‘virtual’ transition 
meetings? 
 
What areas can the Settings nurture with 
their pre-schoolers to support their 
transition onto you as their Reception 
Teacher? 
 
What would be useful for settings and 
parent/carers to nurture and kindle to 
support this huge step into Reception?  
 
How can we support our pre-schoolers for 
the next part of their journey in September 
2021? 

 
If you would be interested in having a say or 
listening in to the discussions around these 
questions, then please join our ‘virtual Teams 
meetings’ to find out more.  
 
We will be joined by other members of the Early 
Years Team to help facilitate the forum. 
 
Book your space here and once you have signed 
up for the meeting, we will send you a 
‘Microsoft Teams’ invite for you to click on at 
4.15pm to enable you enter the forum.  
 

 

Dates for your diary 
Yate Learning Community 

Tuesday 10th November, 4.15-5.00 
 

Downend/Kingswood Learning Community 
Wednesday 11th November, 4.15-5.00 

 
Thornbury Learning Community 

Thursday 12th November, 4.15-5.00 
 

 
We look forward to ‘seeing’ you! 
Kind regards, 
Jane Gulliver and Helen Poole 
Settings Support Officers - Early Years Team 

 
  

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp


 
 

 

 
ADHD awareness month aims to raise awareness of ADHD, remove the 
stigma, and highlight the available supports that enable individuals and 
families to thrive with ADHD. Children with ADHD are likely to have poor 
concentration, be impulsive and often insatiable. 
They may have speech, language or 
communication difficulties; social skills are 

generally an area of concern. Young children with ADHD have difficulty 
working    with others of a similar age.                                                                             

 

 
The following new e-learning courses have been published:       

• Administering Medication 

• Leading Maths in your Setting 

• Protecting and Thriving in a Digital World 

• Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children 

• Safeguarding – Suitable People 

• I’m a New SENCO (parts 1 – 4 with more coming soon)  
 

 

We now have Bristol Standard folders available.  To sign up to receive your very 
own Bristol Standard folder, ongoing mentor support and access to support 
networks there is a one off £25.00 charge. 
 
If you are interested or require more information please contact Claire Perry from 
the Early Years Team at claire.perry@southglos.gov.uk. 
 

 

Makaton 
Makaton have developed a new website ‘The Makaton Hub’ which is a fantastic 
resource with different membership options available.  Follow this link for a free 7-day 
trial www.makaton.org.  
 

 

Early Years Vacancy Bulletin 
Please find below a link to the latest Early Years and Childcare Vacancy Bulletin.  Please direct any queries 
to earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk.  
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childcare/information-for-childcare-
providers/early-years-vacancy-bulletin/  
 

 

 
You can access the VLE here.       

 

You may choose to unsubscribe to this service at any time by emailing our Data Protection Officer via DPO@southglos.gov.uk 
stating your wish to no longer be contacted and please include the service that your request relates to. 
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