
© Natural Choice Nurseries Ltd Doc. No: EYFS3-03-009 Issue: August 2019 Page 1 of 8 

 

Transporting Schemas 

What is it? Moving things or themselves from one place to another. 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Carrying toys or objects in buckets, bags, plates, etc. Taking toys to ‘the wrong area’. 
Moving sand to the water tray, taking playdough to role play, etc. Filling trollies, 
baskets, wheeled toys, etc. Moving empty prams and trollies around. 

What is the child learning? 

That things can be moved from one area to another and they can control the 
movement. 
In older children this may have developed into role play or may be seen during 
tidying. 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area 
Train set. Vehicles. Moving objects in vehicles. Sometimes 
‘dumping’ instead of unloading 

Role Play 
Shopping with loaded bags. Moving house. Bags and 
pockets full. Pushchairs. Picnics 

Art Area Work may portray transporting. Carrying paint pots 

Garden 
Moving things, self or others in wheelbarrows, prams etc. 
Carrying things. Moving large objects. Helping get 
equipment out 

Playdough 
Moving playdough from place to place in toy kitchen or to 
somewhere else in the room 

Sand/ Water 
Moving sand. Buckets, containers, jugs for moving water. 
Watering plants 

General 
Bags, rucksacks, suitcases. Bottles, jugs, buckets. Buggies, 
bikes, trucks. Dustpan and brush, brooms and mops. 

Possible Issues 
Lost objects. Moving things to inappropriate areas. Need places to take things to 
(e.g. sand, water, paint). Picking up unclean things to move them. Dumping 

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

in, out, fill, empty, full, half full, move, carry, transport, deliver, tidy 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Physical Development 
Understanding the World 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Personal, social and Emotional Development 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 

 Shows satisfaction in meeting their own goals 
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Engages in open ended activity 

 Shows particular interests 

 Role play 

 Acting out experiences with others 
 
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Thinks of ideas 

 

 

- Egg box 
- Silk purse 
- Small handbag 
- Basket of pebbles 
- Wooden and 
metal spoons 
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Trajectory Schemas 

What is it? 
This is a schema about movement and exploration of movement. It can be seen right 
from the very early years when babies first start to explore the movement of their 
own body and of other objects. 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Babies might be seen picking up and dropping objects, throwing things, waving arms 
or legs, jumping, swinging and knocking down towers. They may like to open and 
close drawers, doors and lids. 
Older children might be seen running, jumping, chasing and showing interest in toys 
which can be thrown (or maybe toys that shouldn’t be thrown but get thrown 
anyway!) This might also be seen in mark making as children explore the vertical and 
horizontal or straight and curved lines. 

What is the child learning? 
Children are learning about space and movement, vertical and horizontal, curves and 
their own place in space and ability to move. This can also help encourage gross 
motor movements which aid pre-writers 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area 
Building and knocking down. Garage ramps and angled 
planks. Pushing cars off tables 

Role Play 
Fire engine hoses and ladders. Spaceships. Building sites. 
Cash register draws 

Art Area 
Flicking paint on easels and floor. Energetic finger painting. 
Work may include vertical, horizontal or diagonal lines 

Garden 
Climbing. Slides. Throwing and kicking balls. Stepping up and 
down. Ramps and sloping walls 

Playdough 
Banging and hammering with rolling pin. Chopping, 
mashing, pouring, sprinkling 

Sand/ Water 
Knocking sandcastles down. Digging. Ramps and slides. 
Squirting, pouring, sprinkling. Sink or float. Pipe systems 

General 
Watering cans, pipes, tubes etc. Clothes with zips. Staplers 
and hole punches. Splatter painting 

Possible Issues 
May use hard objects or things that create excessive or unwelcome mess e.g. by 
vigorously swooshing a prepared activity off the table 

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

Up, down, straight, curved, zigzag, drop, throw, gravity, fall, vertical, horizontal 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Physical Development 
Expressive Arts and Design 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Shows satisfaction in meeting their own goals 

 Being proud of how they accomplished something 

 Enjoys meeting challenges for their own sake rather than praise 
 
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Engages in open ended activity 

 Shows particular interests 

 Initiated activities 

 Seeks challenges 

 

- Bubble wand 
- Metal yo-yo 
- Feathers 
- Skittles and ball 
- Balls to go in tubes 
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Enveloping Schemas 

What is it? Covering objects or people. 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Creating blankets or covers for babies/ teddies, covering self up in ‘bed’, hiding 
under things, camouflaging things, den building, hiding toys, putting things inside 
boxes, bags, tins, etc, putting on layers or several items when dressing up, covering a 
full sheet in collage or paint, drawing a picture then colouring over it, wrapping 
presents, putting things in envelopes. 

What is the child learning? 
That items can be combined to create new effects. That things can be hidden and 
revealed. That they have control over what is seen or not seen. Object permanence 
i.e. even if they can’t see something it does still exist 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area Russian dolls. Inset jigsaws. Posting boxes 

Role Play 
Face paint. Dressing up. Layer of clothes, bags etc. Getting 
under piles of clothes, blankets or cushions.  

Art Area 
Covers painting completely with paint. Covers hands with 
glue or paint. Wrapping paper.  

Garden Tents, huts, tunnels, barrels 

Playdough Wrapping playdough around stones 

Sand/ Water 
Submerging or burying toys. Containers to be filled and 
emptied 

General Pass the parcel. Pillow cases.  

Possible Issues Lost and hidden objects. Taking bags everywhere. Wearing too many layers 

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

under, here, wrap, gone, find, hide, more, less 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Understanding the World 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Shows satisfaction in meeting their own goals 
 
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Engages in open ended activity 

 Shows particular interests 

 Role play 

 Acting out experiences with others 
 Initiated activities 

- Set of nesting dolls 
- Pair of soft socks 
- Shiny paper 
- Paper bags 
- Small envelopes 
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Orientation Schemas 

What is it? Seeing things from different physical viewpoints 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Children who like to hang upside down, cartwheel, tumble, climb up ladders and 
steps or on tables and chairs, lie sideways, roll down slopes, etc.  
Children who struggle to sit still. 

What is the child learning? How the world looks from different viewpoints and heights 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area Climbing up milk crate towers.  

Role Play 
Mirrors in kitchen. Binoculars. Kaleidoscope. Magnifying 
glass.  

Art Area 
Taping paper to the underside of a table for lying down 
mark making.  

Garden 
Climbing activities. Standing on things to see from higher. 
Den building. Hiding under things to look from underneath.  

Playdough May want to be under the playdough table. 

Sand/ Water Mirrors covered by sand or water.  

General 
Yoga – particularly moves that can be done upside down. 
Spinning – how does the world look like when you’re busy.  

Possible Issues 
Could go higher than comfortable with when climbing. It may not look safe to hang 
upside down from places.  

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

positional language, over, under, by, next to, behind, underneath, on top, high, low 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Communication and Language 
Mathematics 
Understanding the World 
Physical Development 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 

 Shows a belief that more effort or a different approach will work 

 Shows satisfaction in meeting their own goals 

 Being proud of how they accomplished something 

 Enjoys meeting challenges for their own sake rather than praise  
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Engages in open ended activity 

 Seeks challenges 

 Shows a can do attitude  

 Takes a risk, engages in new experiences and learns by trial and error 
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Thinks of ideas 

 Finds new ways to solve problems 

 Find new ways to do things 

 Makes links and notices patterns in their experience 

 Tests their ideas 

 Develops ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect 

 Plans, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and 
reach a goal 

- Binoculars 
- Magnifying glass 
- Mirrors 
- Kaleidoscope 
- Cardboard tubes  
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Connecting (and disconnecting) Schemas 

What is it? Putting things together and pulling them apart 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Building activities, tying and untying roles, string, scarves, etc, sticking things 
together, taking toys apart, fasting and unfastening clothing and shoes, connecting 
and un-connecting train tracks 

What is the child learning? 
How things can be built and deconstructed. How things fit together. How to combine 
or take apart things to create different effects. How things work. Building with 
purpose. 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area Building blocks. Train track. Jigsaws. Linking trains/trucks 

Role Play 
C: Holding hands. Human train. Tying up e.g. arresting 
people.  
D: Undressing. Undoing shoes. Unbuttoning. Unzipping 

Art Area 
C: Connecting pictures of colour. Using lines to connect 
parts of the picture 
D: Ripping paper 

Garden 
C:Ring a roses. Follow the leader. Conga lines.  
D: Spreading or scattering things.  

Playdough 
C: Gathering dough into bigger lumps. Joining bits of clay 
with toothpicks 
D: Cutting playdough/ clay 

Sand/ Water 
C: Connecting hose to tap. Joining tubes or pipes 
D: Smashing ice. Sandcastles 

General 
Belts, buttons, chains. Hole punch. Treasury tags, paper 
clips. Pulling an orange to pieces. Rubbing butter to flour 

Possible Issues 
Connecting: Ties things up e.g. shoelaces, wires, creates knots 
Disconnecting: Emptying out tidied collections. Taking working appliances to pieces 

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

connect, disconnect, build, break, fix, fix together, stick, cut, tie, knot, weave, mix, 
separate 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Physical Development 
Mathematics 
Understanding the World 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 

 Persists with activity when challenges occur 

 Shows a belief that more effort or a different approach will work 

 Bounces back after difficulties 

 Shows satisfaction in meeting their own goals 

 Being proud of how they accomplished something 

 Enjoys meeting challenges for their own sake rather than praise  
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Finds new ways to solve problems 

 Tests their ideas 

 Develops ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect 

 Plans, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and 
reach a goal 

 Checks how well their activities are going 

 Changes strategy as needed 

  

- Tower of 
connecting bricks 
- Treasury tags 
- Paper chain 
- Large paperclips 
- Rope 
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Rotation Schemas 

What is it? Exploring turning and rotation. Either objects and toys or their own body. 

How might I see this during 
play? 

An interest in toys with wheels, cogs, or knobs.  
A child who spins, tumbles or stands on all fours with head down and bottom in the 
air. Children may struggle to sit still during group or carpet time activities. 

What is the child learning? 
How they move, how other things move, about circles and circular movements, 
vestibular awareness, speed. 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area 
Cogs. Wheeled vehicles. Helicopters. Screw tops. Winding 
and unwinding. Turning keys in locks. Train track in a circle 

Role Play Pretending to be or be in a washing machines and dryers.  

Art Area 
Moving hands in circles in finger paint. Rollers. Rolling paint 
balls. Making spirals, circles and faces 

Garden 
Dizzy dinosaurs. Dancing. Hoops. Ring a roses. Windmill 
arms. Riding trikes in circles 

Playdough 
Rolling out. Pastry wheels. Mixing. Stirring. Whisking. Egg 
beaters 

Sand/ Water Water wheels. Wheeled vehicles. Cement mixers 

General 
Bottles with screw lids. Rings and bangles. Salad spinner and 
hand whisks. Kaleidoscopes.  

Possible Issues Turning dials (heaters/ radiators, clock hands, stereo volume) Turning door locks.  

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

spin, twist, turn, wind, screw, around, round, tumble, topple, over, under 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Physical Development 
Communication and Language 
Literacy 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 
 
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Engages in open ended activity 

 Shows particular interests 
 
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Thinks of ideas 

 Find new ways to do things 
 

 

 

 

  

- Padlock and key 
- Wind up toy 
- Paint roller 
- Rotary whisk 
- Salad spinner 
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Positioning Schemas 

What is it? Being interested in positioning themselves or objects in patterns or rows 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Lining up items, sorting items into different patterns, repeating patterns, lining up 
chairs to make trains/buses/aeroplanes, moving themselves in the line several times 
when lined up with children 

What is the child learning? Order, patterns, sequencing, logic, symmetry 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area Tunnels, bridges for toy cars and trains. Balancing bricks 

Role Play 
Rearranging objects in the kitchen. Tidying objects using 
shadowing 

Art Area 
Sticking scraps in sequence. Painting or drawing lines. 
Creating layers in collage  

Garden Climbing equipment. Parking spaces for bikes 

Playdough Loose parts. Small balls of playdough 

Sand/ Water Raking sand. Shells, pebbles, loose parts 

General 
Helping tidy up. Peg boards. Making mosaics. Helping to lay 
tables 

Possible Issues 
Insisting on a particular order. May not eat food presented in a certain way. Hate 
mess 

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

Inside, on top, under, behind, between, next to, in front 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Mathematics 
Understanding the World 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of fascination/ energy 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 

 Persists with activity when challenges occur 

 Enjoys meeting challenges for their own sake rather than praise  
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Shows particular interests 

 Initiated activities 

 Seeks challenges 

 Shows a can do attitude  

 Takes a risk, engages in new experiences and learns by trial and error 
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Thinks of ideas 

 Finds new ways to solve problems 

 Find new ways to do things 

 Makes links and notices patterns in their experience 

 Predicts 

 Tests their ideas 

 Develops ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect 

 Plans, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and 
reach a goal 

 Checks how well their activities are going 

 Changes strategy as needed 

 Reviews how well their approach went 
 

- Set of nesting dolls 
- Bag of small stones 
- Blocks 
- Cars 
- Pom poms 
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Enclosing Schemas 

What is it? An interest in exploring and creating enclosures (either 2D or 3D) 

How might I see this during 
play? 

Drawing borders around things, drawing shapes, building using enclosures, lining 
toys up in circles or squares, putting toys within enclosures or borders, building 
bridges over enclosures, creating enclosures with toys or objects e.g. making 
playdough food and arranging it around the edge of a plate, running or moving 
around the edge of the play space repeatedly. 
 

What is the child learning? 
All about space and measure. Sometimes children also use this for ordering and 
categorising e.g. I will put the farm animals in this enclosure and the zoo animals in 
this one. 

What enhanced provision/ 
experiences could I add? 

Construction Area Bricks. Blocks. Milk crates.  

Role Play 
Small world with enclosures such as fencing, walls etc. 
kitchen, putting food into things. Car mat.  

Art Area Bordered paper. Circling drawing. Grid paper.  

Garden 
Sorting into large hoops. Duck duck goose, ring a roses. 
Bikes following a road drawn on floor.  

Playdough 
Wrapping playdough around stones. Creating walls with 
playdough.  

Sand/ Water 
Making marks in sand. Hiding toys in a sandcastle. Burying 
things. Tea sets.  

General Tidy up, sorting and categorising.   

Possible Issues Lost or hidden objects.  

Vocabulary to enhance 
experience 

sort, categorise, colour, length, size, type, weight, border, fence, wall, bridge, enclose 

What areas of the EYFS could 
this link to? 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Mathematics 
Physical Development 

What Characteristics of Effective 
Learning could this link to? 

Active Learning – Motivation 

 Not easily distracted 

 Pays attention to details 

 Persists with activity when challenges occur 

 Shows a belief that more effort or a different approach will work 
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

 Shows curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Uses senses to explore the world 

 Shows particular interests 

 Seeks challenges 

 Shows a can do attitude  
Creating and Thinking Critically – Thinking 

 Thinks of ideas 

 Finds new ways to solve problems 

 Find new ways to do things 

 Makes links and notices patterns in their experience 

 Develops ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect 

 Plans, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and 
reach a goal 

- Train track 
- Selection of boxes 
- Strips of fabric 
- Hollow cubes 
- Lollypop sticks 


